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Love Seeketh Not Her Own 
By W. M. Czamanske 


OVE is not selfish, is not proud, 
She seeketh not her own, 
But reaches out to help the poor 
And those who are alone. 


Love is the blessed fruit of faith 
And never can be hid, 

But goes about in doing good 
As her own Master did. 


Love may be prompted by a cause 
That may not seem so great; 
But all the blessings she confers 
No one can estimate. 


Love may be like a lonely seed 
Cast into barren sod, 

And yet may bear a hundredfold 
And lead a soul to God. 
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Living for Others 


What a pleasure it is to meet some- 
one wHo is genuinely interested in the 
welfare of others! Undoubtedly there 
are many such people, but they rather 
stand out from the crowd because there 
is a great deal of selfishness in the world. 
And selfishness is not merely greed, the 
desire to obtain and keep things, but 
basically it is having a consuming in- 
terest in oneself, or being self-centered. 
This is at the root of sin. “What is 
sin?” asked Dr. F. B. Meyer. “Isn't it 
me-ism? In its ultimate analysis, 


sin is the assertion of self: ‘I want that; 
I'll do this; I'll have my way; I think 
God is hard to block me.’” In refresh- 
ing contrast to all this, there are cer- 
tain personages in Scripture who showed 
a genuine, wholehearted interest - in 
others, for the Lord’s sake. Nehemiah 
was such a man. When Sanballat and 
Tobiah heard that he was coming to 
Jerusalem, “it grieved them exceed- 
ingly, for that there was come a man to 
seek the welfare of the children of Is- 
rael” (Neh. 2:10, A.S.V.). This reveals 
their wickedness at the same time as Ne- 
hemiah’s goodness, for he undertook the 
long journey and the hard labor in the 
ruined city not for any personal gain, 
but the sake of the Jews. Mordecai was 
another like him. The closing tribute 
to him is that he was “great among the 
Jews, and accepted of the multitude of 
his brethren, seeking the good of his 
people, and speaking peace to all his 
seed” (Esther 10:3, A.S.V.). Though the 
name of God is not mentioned in the 
Book of Esther, yet His hand moved be- 
hind the scene, and Mordecai was vin- 
dicated because he sought God’s glory 
and the good of His people. The Apostle 
Paul pays an incidental tribute to Timo- 
thy which every Christian worker might 
covet. He wrote to the Philippians that 
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he hoped soon to send Timothy, saying, 
“For I have no man likeminded, who 
will care truly [genuinely, marg.] for 
your state. For they all seek their own, 
not the things of Jesus” (Phil. 2:20, 21, 
A.S.V.). To the Corinthians, Paul him- 
self said, “And I will most gladly spend 
and be spent [spent out, marg.] for your 
souls” (2 Cor. 12:15, A.S.V.). Paul's 
Letters are filled with a consuming love 
for the unsaved, and especially for those 
whom he has sought and won to Christ. 
It must have been a satisfaction to con- 
verse with these men, for doubtless each 
one showed an interest in the affairs of 
the one to whom he was talking. They 
would first have been good listeners, 
and then good conversationalists for God. 
The Lord Jesus Christ is the perfect 
example for all His followers (and He 
did leave us an “example,” 1 Pet. 2:21), 
for He said, “I am in the midst of you 
as he that serveth” (Luke 22:27, A.S.V.); 
and He “emptied himself, taking the 
form of a servant, being made in the 
likeness of men” (Phil. 2:7, A.'S.V.). It 
is well sometimes to search our own 
hearts, and see how much we really care 
for the welfare of those about us. As 
we put God first in all things, He can fill 
our hearts with His own love and conform 
us to the image of His Son. 
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VI. The Life of Divine Love Manifest 


This is the sixth in a series of editorials on the Victorious Life by the 
Rev. E. L. Langston of Bournemouth, Eng. 


"Tia outflowing of a victorious Chris- 
tian is always seen in one great 
characteristic, namely, love. The 
supreme purpose of your life and mine 
is that the Lord Jesus may express Him- 
self in the terms of our personality. His 
great purpose for you and for me is 
that wherever we go and whatever we 
do, His love, His glory, His grace, and 
His power may be perpetuated in us; 
and we shall find that, as a result of 
our expecting the Holy Spirit to mani- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Cast not away therefore your 
confidence, which hath great rec- 
ompence of reward” (Heb. 10:35). 




















fest forth the presence of Christ in us, 
firstly, it will be a life of unselfish love 
and sacrificing service; and, secondly, all 
the power and resources of God will be 
at our disposal as we seek to allow God 
to live His life in us. “God is love.” 
My friend, I want to ask you—you who 
know the Lord Jesus Christ is your Sav- 
iour—do you want in your innermost 
heart to be all that God wants you to 
be? Do not let us be staggered by the 
almost amazing and astounding possi- 
bilities of such a life. In First Corin- 
thians 13 Paul is inspired to give a para- 
phrase of John 13:34, 35: “A new 
commandment I give unto you, That ye 
love one another; as I have loved you, 
that ye also love one another. By this 
shall all men know that ye are my dis- 
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ciples, if ye have love one to another. 

Is this life really possible? Now let 
me say very emphatically we cannot 
work up this love; we cannot love the 
unlovable and unlovely through any 
energy or desire of the flesh, for we 
have no power in ourselves to do this, 
our fallen nature is innately selfish and 
the “love” life is just the opposite of 
the self life. 

In First Corinthians 13 Paul tells us 
that, though the Christian be very elo- 
quent and intellectual naturally, having 
all knowledge, and being so generous as 
to bestow all his wealth on feeding the 
poor, and even though he be ready to 
suffer martyrdom for Christ’s sake, if 
he does not possess love, all his elo- 
quence, all his knowledge, all his self- 
sacrifice, all his sufferings, all his ortho- 
doxy count for nothing in God’s sight; 
in the eyes of God nothing takes the 
place of love. 

What then does God mean by this 
word “love”? Paul, again inspired by 
the Spirit of God, writes in First Corin- 
thians 13:4, “Love suffereth long,” that is, 
is very patient, very kind. God com- 
mands you and me to love as Christ 
loved. Are we ready, as He did, to 
endure injury after injury, insult after 
insult, wrong after wrong, slander after 
slander, and, in spite of everything, to 
keep on loving, to keep on forgiving, to 
keep on forgetting, always, in every cir- 
cumstance, returning good for evil? Of 
course, humanly speaking, we cannot; 
we need the heavenly dynamic of the 
Holy Spirit to possess us and the 
fruit of His possession is, first of all, 
“love, joy, peace.” For love beareth 
all things, covereth all things, is never 
resentful, never answers back, never 
criticizes others, envieth not, vaunteth 
not itself, that is, is not conceited, makes 
no parade of itself, gives itself no airs, 
is never rude, seeketh not its own, is 
not provoked, never irritated. Love 
taketh no account of evil, is never glad 
when others go wrong. Love rejoices 
to see the truth in others and is glad- 
dened by goodness, always slow to ex- 
pose the sins and wrongs and faults of 
others; love does not dwell upon the bad 
in a brother’s or siSter’s life, is always 
ready to see the possibility of good in 
everyone. Love loves everybody, the 
lovely and the unlovely alike. Love never 
faileth. When believing is impossible, 
when hoping seems out of the question, 
then love goes on loving; love is im- 
perishable, eternal, divine; “God is love.” 

It was love that prayed, “Father, forgive 
them; for they know not what they do.” 
God wants to live that life of love in 
you and me. You say this is impos- 
sible! Of course it is, in our own 
strength; but God never gives a com- 
mand without at the same time giving 
the power to enable us to live this life. 
While self is the dominating feature of 
our lives we cannot possibly live this 
life. You and I know some outstanding 
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Christians with whom we have come 
into contact who have been a great bless- 
ing to our souls. I remember one, the 
late Bishop Handley Moule, the Bishop 
of Durham. There was a moment in 
Scotland, when on a holiday, he came 
into conviction of his need of a new 
heavenly dynamic and he came to an 
eventful moment, a great crisis in his 
life. We all know what a scholar he 
was: the head of a great college in Cam- 
bridge, Regius Professor of Theology in 
the University of Cambridge, and a great 
spiritual bishop, the Bishop of Durham. 
What was the source of his living person- 
ality and great power? He wrote a hymn 
that indicates the experience he went 
through, and shows how he yielded him- 
self wholeheartedly to the Lordship of 
the Holy Spirit. Here it is: 
My Saviour, Thou hast offered rest: 
Oh, give it then to me; 
The rest of ceasing from myself, 
To find my all in Thee. 
This cruel self, oh, how it strives 
And works within my breast, 
To come between Thee and my soul, 
And keep me back from rest. 


Lord, I seek a holy rest, 
A victory over sin; 

I seek that Thou alone shouldst reign 
O’er all without, within. 

In Thy strong hand I lay me down, 
So shall the work be done; 

For who can work so wondrously 
As the Almighty One? 

Work on, then, Lord, till on my soul 
Eternal light shall break, 

And, in Thy likeness perfected, 
I “satisfied” shall wake. 

The moment the Lord, the Holy Spirit 
takes charge of us, and we allow Him 
to have His way with us, miracles be- 
gin to happen and the power of Christ 
is revealed. “Therefore let no man glory 
in men. For all things are your’s.... 
And ye are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s” 
(1 Cor. 3:21, 23). God delights to hear 
and answer a man who is utterly sur- 
rendered to the Lordship of the Holy 
Spirit. 

Let me give you an example, a very 
strange one. This story is told by the 
captain of a ship on which George Miiller 
of Bristol was traveling. During his 
life he received more than £1.000,000 
from the Lord, without advertising— 
every penny came as an answer to 
prayer. 

“We had George Miiller of Bristol on 
board,” said the captain. “I had been on 
the bridge for twenty-four hours and 
never left it and George Miiller came 
to me and said, ‘Captain, I have come 
to tell you I must be in Quebec on Sat- 
urday afternoon.’ ‘It is impossible,’ I 
said. ‘Then very well, if your ship can- 
not take me, God will find some other 
way. I have never broken an engage- 
ment in fifty-seven years; let us go down 
into the chart room and pray.’ 

“I looked at that man of God and 
thought to myself, What lunatic asylum 
can that man have come from, for I 
never heard such a thing as this? 
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“‘Mr. Miiller,’ I said, ‘do you know how 
dense this fog is?’ 

“ ‘No,’ he replied, ‘my eye is not on the 
density of the fog, but on the living God 
who controls every circumstance of my 
life. He knelt down and he prayed one 
of the most simple prayers. When he 
had finished I was going to pray, but he 
put his hand on my shoulder and told 
me not to pray. ‘As you do not believe 
He will, and as I believe He has, there 
is no need whatever for you to pray 


(Continued on page 779) 








Notes on Open Letters 
What Is Sin? 


As a Sunday school teacher of young 
adults, I would like to have this ques- 
tion answered: What is sin, and can 
things be sin to one Christian and not 
to another who in his own mind thinks 
they are not sin? There are some (my 
opinion also) who say that sin is sin, 
no matter what one thinks about it, 
and others who say that as long as 
your conscience does not condemn a 
thing or a practice, it is not sin, and 
you will not be judged for indulging 
in it. The things most often argued 
about are drinking, card-playing, danc- 
ing, and theater-going. Those who say 
they are not sinful [argue that] be- 
cause the Bible does not say they are 
there is no harm in indulging in these 
things. 

I don’t want to teach anything that 
is not according to God’s Word and 
want to know the truth on this matter 
according to His Word.—A Kansas 
reader, 

“What saith the scripture?” asked the 
Apostle Paul in dealing with justifica- 
tion by faith (Rom. 4:3); and this is 
the first question to ask when there is 
perplexity over any spiritual matter. 
Here are a few Bible definitions of sin: 

“Sin is the transgression of the law” 
(1 John 3:4); “All unrighteousness is 
sin” (1 John 5:17); “For whatsoever is 
not of faith is sin” (Rom. 14:23). The 
Lord Jesus Christ said that the Holy 
Spirit would “reprove the world of sin 
. .. Of sin, because they believe not on 
me” (John 16:8, 9), and this is the great 
sin of the present age, for the rejection 
of Christ precludes the possibility of the 
forgiveness of all other sins. The right 
understanding of sin comes not alone by 
the conscience, for this may be dulled 
and faulty, but by knowing what God 
has said about it, “for by the law is the 
knowledge of sin” (Rom. 3:20); “for I 
had not known lust, except the law had 
said, Thou shalt not covet” (Rom. 7:7). 

It must also be remembered that the 
Bible is not a book of rules, but a book 
of principles. If God had decided to 
cover every question that might arise in 
every land and age, and in the life of 
every individual, there would be no end 
to the volumes that would have to be 


(Continued on page 779) 
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|. The Power of a Sound Mind 


One of God's best gifts to man 


E breakdown of the mind is be- 

| coming increasingly prevalent in 

these days. Mental and emotional 

illness attacks all ages, and is not con- 

fined to any sex or to any economic 
stratum, 

Each year, during the past decade, 
the number of patients has risen, and 
on any day that a count is taken we 
are told there are more patients in men- 
tal hospitals than in all other hospitals 
combined. The statistical forecast is 
that, if the present trends continue, one 
out of every twelve men, women, and 
children will require special mental at- 
tention. Authorities deplore the inade- 
quacy of present institutions to cope with 
the situation; and they speak of the need 
for more hospitals for nervous disorders: 
more research to discover causes, pre- 
ventives, and cures; more psychiatrists. 
phychologists. nurses, and social workers 
qualified to help; and more mental health 
education to reach everyone in the com- 
munity. 





Someone Needed To Help 


In addition to the distinctly mentally 
ill, there are multitudes suffering from 
emotional disorders, traveling twisted 
ways through life, becoming frustrated 
because of life’s complexities. A pam- 
phlet on mental illness, which was issued 
last year, described this latter group in 
this way: “The disturbed, maladjusted 
child, The overanxious, insecure mother. 
The despairing alcoholic father. The 
teen-ager mistakenly battling the 
world through delinquency, narcotics, 
vice. The countless insecure, unhappy 
people living lives of quiet desperation, 
vainly hunting for peace of mind. The 
physically ill whose ailments are linked 
to emotional difficulty. The worker who 
‘can’t help’ getting into repeated acci- 
dents. The other troubled workers bat- 
tling life and their jobs through absen- 
teeism and chronic complaints. The 
people driven into suicide, violence, and 
murder through impulses they cannot 
control.” 1 

To these may be added the people 
still under bondage to Satan and to sin; 
the people depressed over the sickness, 
accident, or death of a loved one (“The 
most common single strain which leads 
to thrombosis,” said Time, June 29, 1953, 
lis the] “loss or threatened loss of a 
loved one”): the people finding it neces- 
sary to divorce one another; the people 
striving for wealth: the people endeavor- 
ing to escape by indulging in the various 
worldly amusements made available on 
every hand. 


“The Story That Must Be Told Over and 
Over Again.” (National Association for Men- 
tal Health, Inc., 1790 Broadway, New York 19.) 


In June Dr. John P. S. Cathcart told 
the Canadian Psychiatric Associa- 
tion that “the death rate from coro- 
nary attacks among psychoanalysts 
has been much higher than among 
doctors generally. . . . Recent statis- 
tics indicate that bartenders share 
the top rung of the mortality ladder 
with the analysts. ... Both are deal- 
ing constantly with the frailties of 
human nature and are witness daily 
to hostility in naked form, but are 
forced to restrain themselves ... 
from taking issue.” Dr. Cathcart, a 
psychiatrist, believes that one of the 
commonest causes of coronary throm- 
bosis is emotional strain (Time, June 
29, 1953). It seems likely that the 
real cause of the high incidents of 
heart attacks among psychiatrists is 
that, unless they believe the Bible, 
they have no real solution for the 
passions, lusts, hatred, anxiety, and 
other emotions which they dredge 
up from the dark recesses of the 
human mind. In this article, to be 
published in two installments, the 
Executive Vice-President and Secre- 
tary of The Sunday School Times 
discusses some of the causes of men- 
tal troubles and the remedies for 
them to be found in God’s Word. 








The pamphlet quoted here, in its ap- 
peal for financial assistance, concluded 
that “there has to be someone who'll 
help!” That is indeed a fact, and this 
is being written to present that “Some- 
one.” 

The greatest discovery anyone can 
make is that there has to be someone to 
help. The Bible contains the only solu- 
tion and presents the only One who can 
help. When Jesus Christ walked among 
men, seeing their distresses, their pov- 
erty, and their sins, He said: “Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest” (Matt. 
11:28). To those of unsound mind, He 
reached out His arms and restored to 
soundness of mind those who would 
come. (See Mark 5 and Luke 8 for the 
historical account of His healing of the 
Gadarene demoniac.) 

God has promised quite explicitly to 
give perfect peace to those who will trust 
Him. In Isaiah 26:3, the prophet de- 
clared. “Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: be- 
cause he trusteth in thee.” “Mind” here 
is the Hebrew word yetser, which liter- 
ally translated means “imagination.” (To 
prevent emotional strain, said Time, “a 
useful anti-coagulant is peace of mind.”) 
Here is a promise from God, and God 
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does not and cannot lie. For. those who 
have not received the Lord Jesus Christ 
as Saviour, the cure for your mental dis- 
orders is to be found in Him. The root 
of all unrest is sin, and God has been 
gracious in providing a Saviour from sin 
—from its penalty, which is death, from 
its power day by day, and, one day, 
from its very presence. Hear the words 
of the Lord Jesus from the Gospel of 
John, chapter 3, verse 16: “For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.” That speaks clearly of de- 
liverance from the penalty of sin. 

Hear the Apostle Paul say in Romans 
6:14: “For sin shall not have dominion 
over you.” That speaks of deliverance 
from the power of sin. 

Hear the beloved Apostle John say in 
his first Epistle, chapter 3, verse 2: “Be- 
loved, now are we the sons of God, and 
it doth not yet appear what we shall be: 
but we know that, when he shall appear, 
we shall be like him; for we shall see 
him as he is.” That speaks of deliver- 
ance from the presence of sin. 

Mental disturbance seems to attack 
Christians as well as those who are still 
outside the family of God. This should 
not be, and I believe it is caused by 
failure on the part of the Christian to 
appropriate the promises and power of 
God. 


The Only Sure Cure 

The rest of this message is written to 
Christians, and may not be readily un- 
derstood by those who are not in the 
family of God. We shall turn to the 
Bible for help, as we have already done, 
and we hold that it is the very Word of 
God, revealing His glory, justice, holi- 
ness, righteousness, grace, and love. A 
beloved Bible teacher of former years 
said: “As with the sun in the heavens, 
its every ray tells of the Hand that made 
it, so of the Bible. Its every sentence 
tells of the Heart that inspired it. But, 
inasmuch as a blind man cannot see the 
sunlight, so neither can the uncon- 
verted soul see the. face and beauty of 
Holy Scripture. The eye must be 
anointed with heavenly eyesalve ere the 
infinite perfections of the divine volume 
can be discerned or appreciated.” 

Paul wrote to Timothy (2 Tim. 1:7), 
“For God hath not given us the spirit 
of fear; but of power, and of love, and 
of a sound mind.” The “mind” is men- 
tioned throughout the Bible, and it is 
translated from Hebrew and Greek 
words that have various meanings, such 
as heart, soul, mouth, spirit, knowledge, 

(Continued on page 779) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





aries, scattered throughout South- 

east Asia, are finding large, new 
fields. In Singapore are 730,000 Chinese 
—three-fourths of the population. In the 
Philippines are great communities of in- 
telligent, successful, and fairly accessible 
Chinese. The use of Mandarin is gen- 
eral in these great population centers. 
Mr. Norman Baker, writing in China’s 
Millions, says that the Chinese churches 
are little interested in sacerdotal or Lib- 
eral theology aberrations. They have 
been profoundly influenced by several 
outstanding Chinese evangelists and 
Bible teachers. : 

Among these was the late John Sung, 
D.S. He was son of a Methodist min- 
ister in China, went to Cornell Univer- 
sity, and there made an extraordinary 
record in chemistry. Then he was con- 
verted. He determined to be an evange- 
list. For training, he stumbled into 
Union Seminary, but found there no food. 
Indeed. he was so misunderstood because 
of his intense prayer life and single- 
minded devotion, that it was even pro- 
posed to transfer him to a mental hos- 
pital. On crossing the Pacific homeward, 
he threw overboard all médals and di- 
plomas. Of his later converts, Mr. Baker 
says: 

“One such was Mr. Timothy Tow, 
pastor of an English-speaking Chinese 
church in Singapore. and editor of the 
Malayan Christian. During special meet- 
ings in Singapore, three thousand were 
added to the church, Mr. Tow among 
them. Miss Huang, principal of the Chi- 
nese high school in Cebu, a leader in 
the church there, is also his child in the 
faith. 

“The redoubtable pastor of the thriv- 
ing church at Taichung in Formosa, Mr. 
Paul Shen, was converted under Dr. 
Sung’s preaching. Mr. Chen, a leading 
evangelist of a Chinese mission who is 
now in North Borneo, is another convert. 
A few examples of a great number! 
Fortunately, it is the concern of Chinese 
Christian leaders that a pure evangelical 
testimony be preserved. 

In this connection we may mention 
Andrew Gih of the Evangelize China 
Fellowship (cable address, Forchrist, 
Hong Kong), great evangelist and great 
organizer. He tells of a new church 
building dedicated in Formosa: a Bible 
school opened in Formosa with twenty 
students; a new chapel opened in Hong 
Kong, an enlarged school for neglected 
children in Macao; of sharing in support 
of Bible seminaries in Hong Kong and 
Singapore; of their two Chinese mis- 
sionaries in Java; and another missionary 
couple among the aborigines of Borneo: 
of broadcasting the Gospel over radio: 


Cones INLAND MISSION mission- 


of three new Gospel centers in Malaya; 
of boys and girls orphanages; and a 
school for ministers’ children. A photo 
of a meeting in Shanghai shows a great 
gathering, even in that Communist cen- 
ter. “God has His seven thousand in 
China. In Tsientsin, a big Youth for 
Christ rally was allowed” (American 
office, Box 3475, Portland 8, Oreg.). 


President Edman of Wheaton College 
has been with Mr. LeTourneau in Li- 
beria, and sends me some account of the 
new project that is taking shape there. 
It is both a business and evangelization 
enterprise. The concession of 350,000 
acres in South Liberia has possibilities 
in agriculture, lumbering, and industry, 
and is expected to prove a paying ven- 
ture. The jungle, which overpowers 
the native, can be beaten down by bull- 
dozers. Scrapers, root-rakes, tractors, 
disk harrows, planters, and harvesters 
will open the way to employment and 
good food in a land where disease is 
rampant, where half the children die 
before a year old, and where life ex- 
pectancy does not go beyond forty. 

Dearth of food is matched with dark- 
ness of mind, polygamy, witchcraft, and 
general degradation. Here missions will 
enter, reinforcing those already estab- 
lished, among them that of Tournata, 
Baffu Bay, where Mr. LeTourneau’s own 
daughter is working. 

It is good to know that Mr. LeTourneau 
proposes a similar work in Peru. His 
great manufacturing business has been 
turned over to the Westinghouse Com- 
pany, and he seems to be planning to 
major in missions. The motto of the 
Christian Business Men’s Committee In- 
ternational, of which he has long been 
a leader, is Romans 12:11, “Not slothful 
in business; fervent in spirit; serving the 
Lord.” 


It takes faith to start new work in 
war-torn and persecuting Colombia, but 
a new Caribbean Bible Center is soon 
to be opened at Sincelejo, Colombia, by 
Miss Aimee McQuilkin, daughter of the 
late beloved Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, 
to be modeled on his school in Columbia, 
S. C. Thirty young Colombian men are 
ready to enroll. The Rev. Thomas Cherry 
will be the school’s director. With its 
opening, it is planned to publish a Span- 
ish edition of Dr. McQuilkin’s popular 
testimony, “Victory in Christ.” A fine 
memorial to a great Christian leader. 


What Payroll?—The American Mer- 
cury’s article on “Reds in Our Churches,” 
July, page 9, with notable exceptions, 
shows them, I think, to be rather dupes 
than conscious Communists. One actual, 


concrete exception is the People’s In- 
ctitute of 


Avnlied Religion. here de- 


By ERNEST GORDON 


scribed as operating out of Helena, Ala- 
bama. Its director is the notorious Com. 
munist and _ self-confessed Unitarian, 
Claude C. Williams, who is profession- 
ally a Presbyterian minister, 

The purpose of this organization is to 
extend Communist teaching to ministers 
in rural Southern communities. The 
Mercury quotes a letter of Mr. Williams 
to one of his assistants regarding a con- 
ference of the Institute to be held in the 
Episcopal cathedral, St. Louis. It re- 
quested him to have “at least ten hill- 
billy, honest-to-God, Bible preachers” at 
the conference, promising to pay their 
expenses. Then he adds that he was sure 
that he could get this correspondent on 
the payroll. 

What payroll? None other than that 
of the Home Missions Council, of which 
the Rev. Mark Dawber was executive 
secretary. This organization is now the 
Division of Home Missions of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. 

In other words, contributions by 
Christians to home missions have been 


channeled into support of Communist 
propaganda among Southern country 
ministers. 


In surveying the important theological 
works of the last two years, the Exposi- 
tory Times notes as its most vivid im- 
pression “the revival of interest in what 
is commonly called ‘the Second Com- 
ing.’ The writers are Cullmann, Baillie, 
Galloway, John Robinson, William Man- 
son, and Oliver Quick. “Fifty years ago 
it was very different. If they did not 
seek to get rid of the doctrine altogether, 
on the ground that it was no part of the 
permanent message of Christ and His 
apostles, they skated over it in the most 
perfunctory manner. Now our theolog- 
ical leaders seem to be resolved that we 
take the idea very seriously indeed.” 

This shift is traceable to the apocalyp- 
tic breakup of our times, and to the con- 
viction of contemporary theologians that 
the apostolic Gospel is shot through with 
eschatology. Those ‘who refuse the es- 
chatological key cannot begin to under- 
stand it aright.” 

To the belief of some that it is a teach- 
ing “in which the modern man may no 
longer be expected to believe,” this com- 
ment is added: 

“We heard only the other day that 
one of the ablest women in the Church 
of Scotland had seriously considered 
leaving the church because it apparently 
no longer reckoned the Second Advent 
among ‘the things most surely believed.’ 

“God has already.” concludes the 
writer, “revealed Himself to us in a 
Man by whom all men may know what 
sort of a person it is with whom at his- 


torv’s end we have to do. When the 
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scroll of history is wound up, there will 
be nothing contrary to what Christ dis- 
closed at His First Advent. We shall 
encounter the same person whose holi- 
ness and love we have already known in 
Christ.” 


Another keen and well-read theologian, 
Ilico of the British Weekly, calls atten- 
tion to the fact of the great growth of 
Christian groups which put the Second 
Coming to the fore in their teaching. 

“Here and there our well-established 
denominations are making progress, but, 
unwelcome as this news may be to us of 
the established and ecclesiastical denomi- 
nations, the striking progress in evange- 
lim is being made by the sects which 
cannot easily be numbered, but which 
may, for convenience, be called Adven- 
tist. . . . They seem to care little for 
the church and to make no contribution 
to rational apologetics. But it is they 
who are increasing. It is they who are 
winning converts. It is they, rather than 
ourselves, who know how to evangelize. 
This is very disquieting, but, so far as 
we can trust statistics, there seems to 
be little doubt about the fact.” 

The writer is hard put to it for an 
explanation. The obvious one is that 
God, in our time, is especially blessing 
the ministry of those who hold fast to 
and teach this doctrine. Not only the fig 
tree, but all the trees are beginning to 
put forth leaves. 


A letter from Mrs. Edith Willies, signed 
“Yours for the extension of the Gospel 
in Patagonia”: 

“We found our dear believers on tip- 
toe when we arrived, and we were wel- 
comed like royalty. We are in truth roy- 
alty, ‘and hath made us kings’ (Rev. 1: 
6). We have to get accustomed again to 
the biting cold, the lashing winds, poor 
living conditions, and the sin all around 
us. During the furlough we had been 
so much in the company of the saints, 
and here we see continually the working 
of the Devil. . . . There is no milk, no 
cheese, sugar, flour, bread, potatoes, rice. 
Still it is wonderful. Every day when 
the Catholic church bell sounds at noon, 
we sit down to a good meal—oatmeal 
soup, a few carrots, onions, a bit of meat, 
if I have been fortunate to stand in line 
early enough. 

“The other day the Chief of Police of 
this entire great region called. He 
wanted a Bible. A fortnight later, he or- 
dered the most handsomely bound Bible 
to be had in Spanish. When the Bible 
arrived last week, he had a long visit 
with my husband. With him was an- 
other police official, who also ordered 
the same type of Bible. There are many 
secret believers. 

“The other day the Alcalde (mayor) ex- 
pressed his satisfaction with the church 
how going up. ‘Leave the sidewalks to 
me. The town will put them in order as 
a gift to your work.’ The postmistress 
asked me to call at her house. She 
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slipped an envelope in my hand. ° ‘For 
your temple; but do not breathe it to 
anyone. The priest would be furious.’ 
A dear believer who works very hard 
brought one thousand pesos for the 
building (ten dollars). She has done so 
before. Ten years ago, I pled with her 
to accept the Lord. She would have 
none of Him. Now she is a beautiful 
Saint. 

“Major M— is intensely interested in 
the building up of Patagonia. He told 
me that he thought to bring our work 
to the notice of the President of Chile. 
‘It meant so much to lift the people to 
a higher plane. I was amazed and 
happy. It costs much to hold out at these 
solitary, hostile Patagonian outposts, but 
how Christ pleads for the uttermost part. 
This week, we are setting out to the 
southernmost town in the world, . in 
Tierra del Fuego.” 


Mr. Neprash, director of the Russian 
Missionary Service, observes that our 
land is so supersaturated with printed 
matter that tracts have relatively little 
chance, but not so with the people 
among whom he is working. But, among 
the displaced Russians, Poles, Ukrainians, 
and Jews. is a great hunger for Christian 
reading. and, up to January, 1952, he had 
distributed three million tracts, and that 
with frugal care. He has had many in- 
teresting experiences. 

It is customary for the Greek Ortho- 
dox to read Psalms the first night after 
death in the death room. One DP ina 
New York town, having been asked to 
perform this service in a place where 
there is no priest, asked for the Book of 
Psalms in Old Slavonic, “because it 
sounds better to read for the dead.” He 
was sent a Psalter in Russian which he 
understood. 

Another letter came from a Russian en- 
gineer, driven out of Russia, who had en- 
listed in the French army, served as a 
high officer in the American merchant 
marine, and finally settled in a remote 
region of Madagascar, in order to escape 
altogether from this troubled world. He 
saw Mr. Neprash’s advertisement in a 
New York paper, and wrote for a New 
Testament. “An air-mail letter recently 
received shows that the angels in Heaven 
will soon rejoice over another repentant 
sinner.” 


The American Jewish Committee has 
given money to the Yale Divinity School 
to ferret out “religious bias” in American 
Protestant church literature, and a com- 
mittee has been formed for this purpose. 
One finds it hard to conceive what can 
offend Jews in our Sunday school liter- 
ature save what is in the New Testament 
itself. A more profitable undertaking 
would be for the Yale Divinity School 
to examine and publish what the Talmud 
says about Christ and Christians, but 
they would get no money for that. “The 
publications to be examined include uni- 
form and graded lesson materials, mag- 
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azines for church officers, and devotional 
guides.” We are sure they will find little 
by looking under those beds. 


New York has a State Commission 
Against Discrimination. The American 
Jewish Congress and the so-called Anti- 
defamation League complained to it of 
hotel publicity, which contained phrases 
such as “near churches,” or “buses to 
churches.” “Intergroup relations” were 
endangered! Perhaps the Yale Divinity 
School could so something about that. 


The Rev. George W. Forell, in the 
Christian Century, points out the essen- 
tial weakness that marks the National 
Council of Churches. Its conventions 
represent only a select group of clergy- 
men, board secretaries, and a few laymen 
able to take time off to attend. The 
boards and agencies of the constituent 
denominations are of the same oligarchic 


selection. The bulk of the people are 
unrepresented. 
“Protestantism concentrates an im- 


mense amount of power in the hands of 
executive secretaries, who are account- 
able to boards, which, in turn, are prac- 
tically self-perpetuating and absolutely 
sovereign.” To criticize the action of this 
officialdom is looked on as disloyalty. 
Administration becomes the chief in- 
terest. “Even the Roman church, in some 
ways, is less monolithic than the admin- 
istrative machinery of some Protestant 
denominations.” There is no room for 
prophets. Issues are not debated. The 
rubber stamp of various executives de- 
cides. 

In the General Assembly (of the 
N.C.C.), ordained persons outnumber the 
laity in ratio of seven to three. And 
even among these laymen, many are sec- 
retaries of the machine. In the General 
Board, with eighty-three members, the 
laity is outnumbered by more than five 
to one. The organization is, as Mr. H. F. 
Klemme says, “heavily loaded with de- 
nominational brass.” 


Mr. Einspruch, who edits The Mediator, 
writes of hearing Rabbi Dr. Samuel 
Sandmel of Hebrew Union College de- 
liver a lecture on “What Every Jew 
Should Know About the New Testa- 
ment,” at the Baltimore Hebrew Congre- 
gation. A thousand or more were pres- 
ent filling the large auditorium, and Dr. 
Sandmel spoke for over an hour. The 
audience listened in rapt attention. 

Dr. Sandmel emphasized the fact that 
the New Testament was written by Jews, 
and that the central figure of the Book, 
Jesus of Nazareth, was a Jew, born in 
the land of Israel. 

He then explained the authorship of the 
Gospels, the Synoptics and John, which 
last dealt with Jesus’ ministry in Judea. 
The series of Letters written by Paul, a 
pupil of Rabbi Gamaliel, follow the Acts. 
There is also a Letter known as the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, addressed specif- 
ically to Jewish believers. The last book 
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in the cdllection of twenty-seven writ- 
ings is known as the Apocalypse, or The 
Revelation. 

“All the disciples of Jesus were Jews. 
In many respects the New Testament is 
more reliable than the Talmud when 
dealing with Jewish customs and his- 
toric events at the time of the Second 
Temple, for the New Testament was 
written long before the Talmud. Al- 
though the New Testament is Jewish 
from beginning to end, its message has 
a universal appeal. It has been trans- 
lated into more languages than any other 
one book in the world. 

“Certainly no Jew can consider him- 
self truly educated without having read 
the twenty-seven books of the New Tes- 
tament.” 


Troubled Souls.—How many there must 
be! A Catholic schoolteacher in Nor- 
mandy writes: “I am married to a 
divorced man, and, because of this, ex- 
cluded from Communion in the Catho- 
lic church. Can I, in this situation, in- 
sure the salvation of my children, even 
though I have to renounce my own Sal- 
vation and that of my husband? Help 
me, please. Is not Christ’s salvation for 
everyone?” 

In a little log cabin in French Canada, 
a man well along in years heard for the 
first time the Gospel according to John 
1:12, 13. Turning to his wife, he said, 
“Wife, children, grandchildren, have you 
ever heard anything like that before?” 
Then looking up, with tears streaming 
down his cheeks, “My God, why have we 
been left so long under such a cloud of 
darkness?” 


Jewish Notes.—Jacob Rosenthal is an 
ex-rabbi of the type of ex-Rabbi Paul. 
In writing to Dr. Winrod, he reports: 

“I go all the time, preaching only to 
Jews, not in churches, but out on the 
streets, in stores, in offices, in hospitals. 
I go and go, preaching Jesus. Just Jesus 
is my one and only message. I tell them 
it will be hell if they don’t repent and 
come to Him. This makes them angry 
at first, but I win some, not many, but 
a few. God knows. One was saved in 
the Denver Hospital for Tuberculosis on 
June 29. They are hard to get. Your 
brother in the love of Christ.” 

Actually his converts have numbered 
hundreds. 

I read recently the letter of a Jew 
to his brother who had become a fol- 
lower of Christ. After much denuncia- 
tion, he continued: 

“At present, when so many brilliant 
and educated Gentiles, college professors, 
and even their own ministers, as the 
Rev. Emerson Fosdick, are doubting the 
divinity and birth of Jesus Christ, you, 
with your limited learning, swallow 
hook, line, and sinker, like a poor fish.” 

The rabbis, too, are chuckling over 
the R.S.V. translation of Isaiah 7:14. 
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Muriel Stennett tells of the African 
Women’s Fellowships, which are the 
strength of the Methodist Church in 
Rhodesia and, quite often, in South Af- 
rica generally: 

“I have pictures in my mind of African 
women’s meetings in many places. There 
was one on an open hillside in Kenya, 
presided over and addressed by a woman 
leader of the church and attended by 
nearly two hundred women. A few 
years ago they would have been listless 
and hopeless. Now they are, through 
the fellowship and literacy campaigns, 
receptive, forceful persons. 

“Again in Southern Rhodesia with 
ninety present (usually 120). As I lis- 
tened to the very gracious and delightful 
speech of appreciation in English, which 
the secretary made after I had finished, 
I couldn’t but think of the poor show I 
would have made if I’d been called to 
make an impromptu speech in a foreign 
language. 

“Members of these Fellowships promise 
to maintain and develop their own Chris- 
tian life, to keep Christian homes, and 
to help by prayer, evangelism, and giv- 
ing. Thursday is their meeting day 
throughout the whole Rhodesian and 
South African region. These are devo- 
tional gatherings, some large, some small, 
but promising in quality. They raise 
money to support a missionary, whose 
whole time is spent in holding Bible in- 
struction courses for them. 

“I was much impressed with the homes 
whose women had received domestic 
training in mission schools. Both homes 
and children marked them off distinctly 
from others. Many a time I discovered 
that such and such a woman attended 
a mission school in her youth and, in 
middle age, was still practicing what she 
had learned there. They were lovely 
homes.” 

A correspondent reports (in the Meth- 
odist Recorder) spiritual awakening in 
South Africa among many races, in teem- 
ing centers, isolated farming commu- 
nities, in missions, in mining compounds, 
in heathen villages, in educational] insti- 
tutions. “Scenes of almost Pentecostal 
significance!” African Christians are 
said to be making massed attacks on 
little pockets of heathenism, hitherto un- 
responsive. The Hindus of Natal, whose 
forefathers were imported to work on 
sugar plantations, and who are now pros- 
perous citizens of South Africa, also 
show “unmistakable signs of harvest.” 


Dutch Pastor J. G. Grolle tells us that 
the Jews in Israel are very different in 
their attitude from those in goluth (the 
Dispersion). Now they receive strangers 
instead of being strangers. They speak 
freely of the New Testament and of 
Jesus. Christianity is no longer the re- 
ligion of their oppressors and of an alien 
government. That is why the New Tes- 
tament is read far more than we realize. 
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“In some colonies I was unable to give 
away a single New Testament since every 
colonist had one.” 

“I have been amazed at the extent to 
which children know the Bible. In visit. 
ing a Bible class for young people in 
a village, I saw them ‘eating’ Bible pas. 
sages as bread. It is not as with us, 
where the teacher puts the question, 
They leave their seats, go up to him, and 
bombard him with questions. ‘What do 
you think of this passage?’ And when 
together they agree on the right i: 
pretation, the teacher smiles and 
happy. 

“A Jewish writer in Jerusalem said 
me: ‘I must admit the possiblity of t! 
youth of Israel turning to Jesus. Chris 
attracts these young folk because the, 
know no other road. I say this without 
pleasure. If this prediction does not 
come true, Christians have only them- 
selves to blame. You have a great op-« 
portunity.’” 

Dr. Agnes Waldstein confirms this: 
“Everywhere we hear that the Bible is 
being introduced in Israel in great num- 
bers, printed in ‘all tongues. There is 
no opposition except, perhaps, in the 
Safed, the orthodox quarter of Jerusa- 
lem. Jews from all parts of Palestine 
come to buy, from Bible stores in Jeru- 
salem, Bibles with the New Testament in 
them, and teachers send their orders 
thither for their schools. For the first 
time, an important part of the Jewish 
people are being thus influenced.” 


Kinjo College for Girls, a Southern 
Presbyterian school at Nagoya, Japan, is 
under the leadership of Mr. Ichimura, 
who, before the war, had built it up from 
a small four-year high school with two 
hundred students to one of two thousand 
students with an eight-year course. 

The war destroyed its buildings and 
scattered faculty and pupils. Now it is 
largely rebuilt, and much of the finance 
for the rebuilding came from alumnae and 
other Japanese. At present, there are 
twenty-five hundred students on the old 
site and five hundred in the college on 
the hill, with a hundred teachers. Many 
hear the Gospel here for the first time, 
and this evangelistic opportunity extends 
through them into their families. There 
are nearly eight thousand alumnae scat- 
tered over Japan, many of them active 
in Christian work. 


Students of Dallas Theological Semin- 
ary, Dallas Bible Institute, and the 
Southern Bible Training School for 
Negroes, engaged jointly, during their 
last Easter vacation, in a Bible visitation 
campaign for Negroes of Dallas. Gospels 
of John were distributed, and close to 4 
thousand Negroes enrolled in a Bible 
reading course, which is taught over the 
radio by Dr. Walvoord of Dallas Sem- 
inary. A similar visitation campaign is 
planned for the large Mexican popula- 
tion of Dallas. 
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Lesson for September 27 


The Power of a Sound Mind 
(Continued from page 775) 


opinion, decision. intellect. inner mind 
or purpose, thought, will, inclination, and 
imagination (as in Isa. 26:3). It is rec- 
ognized in scientific circles that we are 
just beginning to understand something 
concerning the mind, although psychol- 
ogy, which is the study of the mind, can 
be traced back to Aristotle. I believe 
that scientific research will never dis- 
cover all the complexities of the mind, 
because the mind is of the supernatural, 
or the soul, which has eternal exist- 
ence, and God reserves to Himself the 
power of dealing effectively with it. 

“God hath not given us the spirit of 
fear” is the clear declaration of the Word 
of God. The question may then be 
asked, Who has given the spirit of fear? 
The Bible, which contains all that is 
needful for man to know concerning 
these spiritual problems, instructs man 
to try the spirits whether they are of 
God (1 John 4:1). 

The Bible reveals to us the existence 
of the Devil—Satan, Lucifer. It is essen- 
tial to realize that Satan is a person and 
not merely an influence. Evil is never 
treated in the Bible as a mere abstrac- 
tion. For instance, a lie is the spoken 
language of a liar, and Acts 5:3 reveals 
that it was Satan himself who filled the 
heart of Ananias when he attempted to 
deceive the apostles. The Lord Jesus 
Himself said that Satan was the father 
of liars (John 8:44). To illustraté again: 
a murder is the actualized desire of a 
murderer, and we discover in 1 John 
3:12 that Cain, who was the first mur- 
derer, “was of that. wicked one,” Satan. 
Our blessed Lord confirmed the exist- 
ence of Satan, when in the desert He 
commanded him, “Get thee hence, Satan” 
(Matt. 4:10). 

Fifty times Satan is referred to as 
Satan, which means “adversary.” He 
bears another name, Devil, which means 
“accuser,” and in the New Testament 
alone this is used thirty-five times. He 
slanders God (Gen. 3:1-7); accuses man 
(Job 1:9-12; 2:1-7); he is the source of 
evil (1 John 3:8); the tempter (Matt. 4: 
3; 1 Thess. 3:5); the deceiver (Rev. 12:9; 
1 Tim. 2:14); the prince of this world 
(John 12:31; please note that he is not 
king, but just the prince); the god of 
this unbelieving world (2 Cor. 4:4): the 
prince of the power of the air (Eph. 
2:2; 6:12). 

Out from this spiritual domain go a 
multitude of spirits, or demons (Luke 
8:30-33) to cause confusion and fear in 
the hearts of men and among the nations. 
There are demons or spirits of particular 
ability and speciality, as we learn from 
the Word. Here is an array of them: 
the spirit of fear (2 Tim. 1:7); bondage 
(Rom. 8:15); slumber (Rom. 11:8); world 
System (1 Cor. 2:12); disobedience (Eph. 
2:2); seduction (1 Tim. 4:1): error (1 
John 4:6); uncleanness (Rev. 16:13); 
foulness (Rev. 18:2). 





For the Christian, the Bible tells us 
there is liberty from all of these evil 
spirits. In 2 Corinthians 3:17 we read, 
“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is liberty,” and everyone born of the 
Spirit has the Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19). 

(To be continued) 


LS 


What Is Sin? 


(Continued from second page) 


written. But the Bible is a living book, 
inspired in all its parts by the Holy 
Spirit, and fitted to guide the people of 
God in all things spiritual in every land 
and every age. In order to know what 
to do in particular cases, we must study 
its principles. 

In 1899 H. Clay Trumbull wrote a book 
called “Border Lines in the Field of 
Doubtful Practices” (out of print), in 
which he dealt with “such mooted cus- 
toms as wine-drinking, the use of to- 
bacco, card-playing, theater-going, and 
social dancing.” The title showed that 
he recognized differences of opinion on 
such practices, but he took his stand 
against them “as a young man, not only 
before he had any thought of ever being 
a clergyman, but before he was even a 
member of any Christian church.” With 
the exception of wine-drinking, there 
are no specific commands in Scripture 
against these things which at the same 
time name these things. But they are 
generally held to be wrong by Chris- 
tians who want to be out-and-out for 
God, to know His peace and power in 
their lives. to bear the reproach of Christ 
and be witnesses for Him, to know un- 
broken communion with Him; and who 
have presented their “bodies a living sac- 
rifice, holy, acceptable unto God,” and 
who desire to “be not conformed to this 
world: but... transformed by the re- 
newing” of their minds (Rom. 12:1, 2). 
These are not the people who argue most 
about these practices, but it is rather 
those who try to excuse themselves in 
them and defend them before others. If 
a Christian is troubled about any habit 
or pastime, he should ask himself such 
questions as these: Is there any light 
on it in the Word of God? Will it do 
any harm to my body? Will it cause 
any others to stumble? Will it hinder 
my communion with God? Can I pray 
for God’s help and expect His blessing 
if I do it? Will it make me so conformed 
to the world that no one will know 
whether I am a Christian or not? 

Much has already been written against 
the four practices mentioned by the 
Kansas reader. Drinking easily leads to 
excess, harms one’s own body, and brings 
countless evils in its train. Card-playing 
is mainly a game of chance, is associated 
with gambling, and often leads to it. 
Present-day social dancing brings the 
sexes together in intimate, unnatural 
ways, is suggestive, arouses the passions, 
and often leads to immorality. Movies 
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and the theater are in the realm of 
make-believe, give an unnatural picture 
of life, make light of sin, and many of 
the producers, actors, and actresses are 
godless, immoral people. 

Our conscience is not always a safe 
guide. It tells us to do right and not 
wrong, but cannot always tell us what 
is wrong or what is right. It needs to 
be enlightened by the Word of God. 

There are some things which may be 
wrong for one man but not for anather. 
The Apostle Paul deals with this kind 
of thing in Romans 14, where he writes 
of differences of opinion in regard to 
eating and the observance of days. A 
careful study of this chapter will give 
light on many particular cases. He sum- 
med up his argument by saying, “It is 
good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink 
wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother 
stumbleth, or is offended, or is made 
weak” (v. 21). A consecrated Christian 
must test any action not by what the 
world or nominal Christians think of it, 
but by what God thinks of it, and the 
light He gives on it in His Word. 


we 
ve 


The Life of Divine Love Manifest 


(Continued from second page) 


about it.’ I looked at him and George 
Miiller said, ‘Captain, I have known my 
Lord for fifty-seven years and there has 
never been a single day when I have 
failed to get an audience with the King; 
get up, Captain, and open the door and 
you will find the fog has gone.’ 

“T got up and the fog indeed was gone, 
and on the Saturday afternoon George 
Miller kept his promised engagement.” 

God has no favorites; the God of 
George Miiller, who raised over one 
million pounds for his poor orphans 
in his lifetime, is our God. Now God 
is calling us to live this life not only for 
the manifestation of His glory in us, but 
because of His Calvary love for lost 
souls. May God give us grace to be 
willing to let the Lord have His way with 
us, for: 

Out in the darkness, 
Shadowed by sin, 
Souls are in bondage, 

Souls we would win. 
How can we win them? 
How show the way? 
Love never faileth, 
Love is the ‘way, 
See, they are waiting, 
Looking at you, 
Furtively watching 
All that you do: 
Seeming so careless, 
Harden’d and lost. 
Love never faileth, 
Count not the cost. 
Love never faileth, 
Love is pure gold; 
Love is what Jesus 
Came to unfold 
Make us more loving, 
Master, we pray, 
Help us remember 
Love is Thy way, 


(To be continued) 
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LESSON 13. SEPTEMBER 27. A SLAVE BECOMES A BROTHER 


Philemon; printed text, verses 8-21 


Golden Text.—There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Philem. 8 Wherefore, though I might be much bold in Christ 
to enjoin thee that which is convenient, 
9 Yet for love’s sake I rather beseech thee, being such an 
one as Paul the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ. 
10 I bescech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begot- 


ten in my bonds: 


11 Which in time past was to thee unprofitable, but now 


profitable to thee and to me: 


12 Whom I have sent again: thou therefore receive him, 


that is, mine own bowels: 


13 Whom I would have retained with me, that in thy stead 
he might have ministered unto me in the bonds of the gospel: 

14 But without thy mind would I do nothing; that thy bene- 
fit should not be as it were of necessity, but willingly. 

15 For perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that thou 


shouldest receive him for ever; 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


OWHERE in the Bible will you 
N find a direct, categorical denuncia- 

tion of the institution of slavery. 
This has been a stumbling block to some. 
They cannot see how the Bible can be 
the Word of God and yet fail to deal with 
such a great social evil. The Old Testa- 
ment directives concerning slaves, while 
humanitarian and calculated to alleviate 
the hardness of a _ slave’s lot, would 
nevertheless seem to be a tacit approval 
of the system. Even the New Testament 
does not take a prohibitory stand on the 
issue. 

What shall we say to these things? 
Simply that the Bible deals with this 
situation on a much higher plane than 
denunciation and prohibition. 

The fact that we look to the New Tes- 
tament for more advanced ethics than to 
the Old is our acknowledgment that 
revelation is progressive, a fact which 
becomes clearer the more we study the 
Bible. The divine purpose required this, 
and human capacity to receive the reve- 
lation also required it. Our Lord’s own 
teaching was limited by these considera- 
tions (Mark 4:33: John 16:12-14). 

On this principle some things which 
seem to have approval in the Old 
Testament have actually only permission, 
in view of the inability of men under the 
Law to rise to the heights of the fuller 
revelation in Christ. So it was in the case 
of divorce (Matt. 19:3-8). 

A like principle holds in the question 
of slavery, but in this case the New 
Testament, instead of designating the 


all one in Christ Jesus.—Gal. 3:28 


myself. 


on mine account; 


16 Not now as a servant, but above a servant, a brother 
beloved, specially to me, but how much more unto thee, both 
in the flesh, and in the Lord? 

17 If thou count me therefore a partner, receive him as 


18 If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that 


19 I Paul have written it with mine own hand, I will repay 


it: albeit I do not say to thee how thou owest unto me even 


thine own self besides. 


20 Yea, brother. let me have joy of thee in the Lord: refresh 


my bowels in the Lord. 
21 Having confidence in thy obedience I wrote unto thee, 
knowing that thou wilt also do more than I say. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School- Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 
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whole institution as evil and branding 
the practice as sin, presents a new rela- 
tionship of believers with God and with 
one another, and leaves it to the en- 
lightened conscience to see how incom- 
patible is slavery with the new sonship, 
the new brotherhood, and the new union 
with Christ. 

Can you conceive of Philemon reduc- 
ing Onesimus to the status of a slave 
after receiving this Letter from Paul? 
This Letter is the great charter of eman- 
cipation. True, it worked slowly, but it 
worked surely, first in the Christian con- 
science, then in the social conscience. 
Today we see that, despite its lack of 
definitive prohibition, the Bib'e is solidly 
against slavery of all kinds. The modern 
return to slavery is due to the deliberate 
rejection of the Bible with its teaching 
of redemption. 


Verse by Verse 

Philem. 1-7.—These verses are calcu- 
lated to quiet the spirit of Philemon, 
aroused doubtless by the appearing of 
his runaway slave, and to predispose him 
to act favorably to the request following. 

Verse 8.—“I might be much bold in 
Christ to enjoin thee.” A reminder that 
as an apostle, Paul had authority from 
the Lord with respect to behavior. (Cf. 
Matt. 18:18.) But Paul preferred to ap- 
proach this question differently. 

Verse 9.—“Yet for love’s sake 
Paul the aged . . . a prisoner of Jesus 
Christ.” He appeals to Christian love 
rather than authority. The word here 
translated “aged” may also mean “am- 
bassador”—“an ambassador in bonds” 
(Eph. 6:20). That the rigors of the 
apostolate had aged Paul is doubtless 
true. 


Verse 10.—“I beseech thee for my son 
Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my 
bonds.” Onesimus was the runaway slave 
of Philemon. How he had made contact 
with Paul in Rome we do not know, but 
Paul had led him to Christ. Notice the 
tenderness of the language—“my son,” 
“begotten in my bonds.” 


Verse 11—‘“ ... unprofitable, but now 
profitable to thee and to me.” The name 
Onesimus means “profitable.” He had 
proved himself far from that. but, on the 
contrary, Paul insists that he will now 
be very useful. The words uSed here are 
picturesque and forceful. 


Verse 12.—*Therefore receive him, that 
is, mine own bowels.” There are two 
possible explanations of this strange 
phrase, “mine own bowels.” It may 
stand for “mine own son,” the spiritual 
begetting (v. 10) being expressed in 
terms of the physical (see Gen. 15:4). 
Again, the “bowels” were referred to as 
we speak of the “heart” as the seat of 
the emotions. So Paul might bo saying, 
“It is like tearing out my own heart to 
send Onesimus away, so receive him as 
you would me” (v. 17; see A.S.V.). 

Verse 13.—“* .. . that in thy stead he 
might have ministered unto me.” Paul 
looked on Onesimus as_ representing 
Philemon, and as acting for his master 
toward him. 


Verse 14—“But without thy mind 
would I do nothing.” Such representa- 
tive ministry would have been accept- 
able to Paul, but not apart from Phile- 
mon’s own appointment. In all this Paul 
is presenting Onesimus in a new light, 
and at the same time acting in Christian 
honor. 


Verse 15.—“Departed for a season, that 
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thou shouldest receive him for ever.” 
Paul is now approaching the providen- 
tial side of the case—the Genesis 50:20 
and Romans 8:28 side of it. 


Verse 16.—“Not now as a servant, but 

. a brother beloved . .. both in the 
flesh, and in the Lord?” For “servant” 
read “slave.” But being “in Christ” made 
master and slave brothers beloved. What 
“in the flesh” means here is somewhat 
uncertain. It may be that Onesimus was 
born in Philemon’s household, of slave 
parents. 


Verse 17.—“If thou count me therefore 
a partner, receive him as myself.” Part- 
ner means fellow partaker. Does Paul 
mean fellow partaker of Christ? At any 
rate, this is an appeal to Christian friend- 
ship on the highest plane. 


Verse 18.—“If he hath wronged thee 
put that on mine account.” The 
wrong is not described, but probably 
theft at the time of escape or while in 
service. At any rate, Paul says. “Count 
me the culprit, and count him the 
friend.” 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Philemon of Colosse seems to have 
been a man of means. and certainly a 
believer. Among his slaves was a young 
man named Onesimus—a name which 
means “profitable.” But Onesimus did 
not act toward his master in keeping 
with his name. For reasons not known 
to us he ran away. It may be that he had 
been defrauding Philemon (for slaves 
were often in places of trust). and, being 
diseovered. made good his escape. Or it 
may be that he saw an opportunity to 
seize some of his master’s goods, and 
made off with them. Like mony a run- 
away, he headed for the big city, Rome, 
where he would be lost in the crowd. 
But he could not run away from God, 
and by some means unknown to us he 
was brought into touch with the Apostle 
Paul. who was at this time a prisoner, 
although in his own hired house (Acts 
28:30, 31). Did he. like the prodigal of 
Luke 15. come to himself, and seek out 
Paul, knowing of his presence in Rome? 
We are left to conjecture. At any rate, 
he was “ripe” for the Gospel. and Paul, 
chained to a Roman guard, led him to 
Christ. 

Being saved does not free one from his 
ethical obligations. Onesimus was, there- 
fore, immediately faced with his duty to 
his greatly wronged master. Philemon. 
Like Hagar, he must go back and submit 
himself, willing to receive any punish- 
ment which might be imposed, and with 
purpose to make such amends as were 
within reach of a slave. That was one 
Side of the question. and Paul was not 
backward in pressing this duty. 

But there was another side of the ques- 
tion, which concerned Philemon, the 
master. Paul, who made the slave’s duty 
clear, was equally ardent in showing the 
master his Christian responsibility. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
12. September 20.—Counsel for Chris- 
tians. 2 Corinthians 7:6, 7; 8:23a; 
Titus 1:1, 4; 2:1 to 3:14 
Next Week’s Lesson 
1. October 4.—God’s Plan for the 
World. Genesis 1; Isaiah 35; 
42:5-9; Mark 1:14, 15; Luke 4: 
16-21; John 3:16-18; Revelation 21:1-5 








Basically. of course, there must be readi- 
ness to forgive, even an enemy. But 
since the wrong had been committed, a 
new relationship had sprung up. Slave 
or no slave, Onesimus was now Phile- 
mon’s brother, since they were both chil- 
dren of God through faith in Jesus. 
Philemon’s attitude and action must 
therefore conform to the new relation- 
ship. The master and servant ‘relation 
might still be present, but it must be 
ordered in keeping with this new bond. 
The application of this principle to 
every relationship of life would certainly 
make transformations! In the face of 
Paul’s descriptions of Onesimus. as “my 
son ... begotten in my bonds: 
profitable to thee and to me,” “mine own 
bowels.” “a brother beloved ... in the 
Lord,” we cannot imagine Philemon 
treating him with oppression. 

It is difficult to understand how the 
institution of slavery persisted so long in 
professedly Christian communities, with 
this charter of emancipation in our 
hands. Even the Christian conscience is 
slow to awake. But if Christians, true 
believers. would treat each other in keep- 
ing with our relationship “in the Lord,” 
the social conscience would more readily 
be stirred with respect to social abuses, 
just as the revival under the Wesleys 
gave the impetus to a whole century of 
reform. What tyrannies would fall if we 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


wre was Philemon? 


2. Where was Paul when he wrote 
this Letter to Philemon? 

3. What was the occasion of the Let- 
ter? 

4. Why did Paul not keep Onesimus in 
Rome? 

5. In what respect can this Letter be 
called the charter of emancipation? 

6. On what basis did Paul present his 
plea? 

7. How did Paul play upon the name of 
Onesimus? 

8. What two meanings can be given 
for the strange phrase, “mine own 
bowels,” in verse 12? 

9. Where do we have a hint of the 
doctrine of the atonement in this Letter? 

10. What office of Christ is brought 
into view in this little Epistle? 

(Answers on page 787) 
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loved “one another with a pure heart 
fervently”! (1 Pet. 1:22.) 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Historical—Onesimus, Paul, and Phile- 
mon. 

2. Personal—how a Christian should act 
toward one who has wronged him. 

3. Social—the impact of Christianity on 
social evils. 

4. Doctrinal (see Topics for Develop- 
ment). 


Topics for Development 


The Gospel in Philemon. This little 
Book cannot but remind us of our Lord’s 
office as our “advocate with the Father” 
(1 John 2:1). Notice some of the grounds 
of the intercession: 


1. Paul presents Onesimus as _ his 
own child, the child of his travail (v. 10; 
cf. Heb, 2:13). 

2. Paul pleads the new relationship of 
brotherhood (v. 16; cf. Heb. 2:11, 12 and 
John 15:15). 

3. Paul identifies Onesimus with him- 
self (v. 17: cf. Eph. 1:6 and Matt. 10:40). 


4. Paul assumes responsibility for the 
wrongdoing of Onesimus (v. 18; ef. 2 Cor. 
5:21 and Isa. 53:12) 

Private Letters. This little gem of a 
Letter was written as a personal affair 
between Paul and Philemon, yet we 
recognize it as a portion of the Word of 
God, with a message from God to all 
men, and especially to Christians. Prin- 
ciples of ethics and great Gospel truths 
are declared in it which lift it out of the 
realm of private correspondence into the 
realm of universal possession. 

Your letters and mine will never be 
included in the canon of Scripture, but 
in most cases they could be bigger in 
spirit and grander in content than they 
are. Some men’s private correspondence 
has been included in the category of 
spiritual classics. The letters of Samuel 
Rutherford, for instance, have blessed 
multitudes, and, within narrower limits, 
those of James Denney. If we wrote our 
letters by the direction of the Holy 
Spirit, they might live to bless wider 
circles than those for whom they were 
originally penned. 


Personal Applications 

If we shall be called to account for all 
the idle words which we have spoken 
(Matt. 12:36). what about all the idle 
letters that we have written? 

Conversion does not cancel our human 
obligations, but adds new power to ful- 
fill them. 

We are not saved by righting old 
wrongs, but it is no salvation that does 
not impel us to do so. 

“Judgment must begin at the house of 
God” (1 Pet. 4:17). Christian employers 
and employees must be the first to apply 
Christian principles in regard to each 
other. 

When master and servant are brothers 
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beloved in the Lord, there is no place for 
unfair treatment on either side. 


Golden Text 

Gal. 3:28.—“Neither Jew nor Greek... 
neither bond nor free ... neither male 
nor female ... all one in Christ Jesus.” 
Racial differences, social differences, and 
all other differences so stressed among 

en are simply out of the reckoning in 
relation to Christ. We who are “in 
Christ,” then, should regard men not ac- 
cording to worldly classifications, but ac- 
cording to the standards of the Kingdom 
of God. The last phrase of this verse is 
the motto of the English Keswick, where 
distinctions of race and color and denom- 
ination are amazingly obliterated. 

ELMHuRST, ILL. 

we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 
“We've a Story To Tell to the Nations” 
‘Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 
“Rescue the Perishing” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our holy 
Heavenly Father, whose mercy has given 
us our Christian heritage, help us to see 
how blessed we are in living where the 
Gospel is known and widely influential 
for good. Give us that love for the souls 
of all men that Christlikeness demands. 
Keep us from despising any for whom 
Christ died, and grant us a loving inter- 
est and concern for all sorts and condi- 
tions of men. Speed the spread of the 
Gospel in all the earth. Help the just and 
the good, both high and low, to stem the 
tide of evil. To all rulers give right mo- 
tives with wisdom and courage to do the 
right. To all the sick and the tried give 
support, comfort, and deliverance. May 
the kingdoms of this world become the 
kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. In 
His name we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—This lovely Letter 


THE GREAT MEDIATORIAL WORK! 


THE 


“If thou count me 
therefore & partner, 
receive Rim as myself.” 


AY 
\ 


REPENTANT 


SINNER 


OR THERE IS ONE G00, AND ONE MEDIATOR BETWEEN 
GOD AND MEN, THE MAW CHRIST JESUS." Cz 71M. 2:5) 





Copies of Mr. Russell’s cartoon on the dedication of a baby (issue of July 12, 1952), 
printed in blue on pink cards, may be had at 15c each, 2 for 25c, 10 for $1, 100 for $8, 
from the Rev. J. E. Russell, 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29. 
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of Paul to Philemon, urging mercy to a 
runaway slave is in striking contrast with 
the customs of those times. At that 
period in Roman history a Roman Sena- 
tor was killed by an angered slave, and 
for that crime the law ordered all the 
slaves under the same roof at the time to 
be slain. There were four hundred who 
died for the crime of one. When this 
cruel injustice awakened protest, the 
Roman senate sent soldiers to deal with 





EE ALL MEN AS 
OULS FOR WHOM THE 
AVIOUR DIED 











it. Said one senator, “The slaves must be 
held down by fear.” Another exclaimed, 
“As though Heaven cared for slaves!” 

While Roman senators thought such 
things about slaves, Christians like Paul 
and Philemon knew Heaven does care for 
slaves. They knew that God’s love in 
sending His Son to be our Saviour took 
in all races, languages, and classes. That 
meant that men, whether slaves or free, 
were equally valuable in God’s sight, and 
that Christians, slave or free, were all 
brothers in the family of God’s people. 

If ever you are tempted to dislike. 
despise, or ill-treat someone because of 
his difference in color or language, or 
because of lower social standing, say this 
to yourself: “Christ died for that per- 
son. In God’s sight his soul is of great 
worth. If he belongs to Christ, he is my 
brother. If he does not, I should show 
him Christian love and kindness, seeking 
to win him to Christ.” Heaven does care 
for the least and the lowest, and so must 
we if we would have the mind of Christ. 


Cauoary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“I might be much bold . . . to enjoin 
thee” (Philem. 8).—Being a special apos- 
tle, Paul could have resorted to apos- 
tolic authority and demanded Philemon 
to do as he desired, but for love’s sake 
and because he was elderly, and a pris- 
oner in Rome for Jesus Christ, he would 
rather beseech or entreat, 

What a rebuke this is to Rome—and 
all others for that matter—who_ are al- 
ways resorting to authority and using 
such terms as “anathema,” “accursed,” 
“excommunication,” even in the smallest 
matters. “Do this, or else,” is frequently 
heard today, in both the political and 
religious world. Even Russia is discover- 
ing today that the mailed fist is a 
wretched substitute for the silk glove. 
The “Thou shalt” of authority is abso- 
lutely necessary in some cases. but in 


many cases, love’s entreaty should be 
used. 

“Onesimus, whom I have begotten in 
my bonds” (Philem, 1%) .—Onesimus had 
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been the servant, or slave, of Philemon. 
Instead of being faithful to his mas- 
ter, Onesimus was “unprofitable.” He 
“wronged” his master and “departed” 
from him and made his way to Rome, the 
then metropolis of the world. Since 
Scripture is silent on the details of his 
misbehavior, we shall be. 

God providentially overruled circum- 
stances in such a manner as to bring 
Onesimus and Paul together — even 
though Paul was in prison at the time— 
and afforded the apostle the privilege 
and joy of leading the runaway servant 
to a personal knowledge of Jesus Christ 
as his Saviour and Lord. 

This fact reminds us that many pre- 
cious souls are won to the Saviour in 
prisons, William E. Schubert, in his 
booklet, “The Risen Christ Walks in 
China Today,” says: “A young Chinese 
Christian evangelist was imprisoned by 
the Communists over a year ago. Soon 
people began to come out of jail and ask 
to be baptized. They said they had been 
converted through hearing this young 
Christian’s testimony. 

“At first he had his Bible and read to 
them in their crowded cell. They only 
had room to sit up. Then his Bible was 
taken from him, and later his hands were 
manacled, but the Scriptures which he 
had memorized in freer days was 
brought to his memory by the Holy 
Spirit, and he quoted them to his listen- 
ers and gave them his own testimony. In 
less than a year, over 150 were converted 
in jail. 

“They said he could be released if he 
had not preached to the prisoners. When 
another Chinese preacher was permitted 
to visit him, the young Christian prisoner 
said: ‘Don’t pray for me to be released: 
I am happier than I have ever been in 
my life, and I am having a greater min- 
istry than I have ever had.’” 

“In time past .. . unprofitable, but now 
profitable” (Philem. 11).—‘Onesimus,” 
by interpretation, means “profitable.” In 
time past he was not true to his name, 
but now that he was a born-again per- 
son, he was profitable to both Paul and 
Philemon. So profitable was he in his 
ministrations to Paul, that he fain would 
have retained him to minister to him in 
this trial. But to do so without contact- 
ing Philemon, he evidently thought, 
would be taking an undue advantage. 

The apostle is aware that the proper 
thing to do with this converted servant 
is to send him back to his former master 
to straighten out the mess he had fled 
from. For although he was “justified 
from all things” (Acts 13:39) before God, 
it became him to confess his wrongdoing 
to Philemon and to make what restitu- 
tion he could. 

What an important lesson for us! If, 
for example, in our unsaved days we 
wronged someone by stealing something 
which belonged to them, upon being 
Saved, we should as far as that may be 
possible, confess the theft and restore the 
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property, or its equivalent. This will be 
to the glory of God and give effect to our 
testimony. 

We know there are those who have 
gone to extremes in the matter of resti- 
tution. manifesting the bondage they are 
in concerning it. For example, the case 
of the person who shot some birds flying 
in the open heaven. They were not pri- 
vately owned. When his conscience 
troubled him about it later, he spent 
much time and money trying to do things 
for living birds. Licensed hunters laugh 
and exclaim, “Whatever is the matter 
with that person?” Such action is not 
glorifying to God, nor does it make the 
ungodly think well of the doctrine of 
restitution. 

“Not now as a servant, but ...a 
brother beloved” (Philem. 16).—What 
but the grace of God could turn a thief 
into a brother beloved! The memory 
verse in connection with this lesson re- 
minds us that there is neither “bond or 
free” in Christ Jesus. All believers are 
one in Him. 

Philemon was to receive Onesimus and 
restore him to his former position, but he 
was not to look upon him as an ungodly, 
unscrupulous servant, but regard him as 
a beloved brother in the Lord. He was 
to be received, even as Philemon would 
have received the Apostle Paul. 

Philemon might have answered Paul 
saying, “I’m delighted to know Onesimus 
has trusted Christ as his Saviour, and am 
persuaded he has set Christ as Lord in 
his heart, and I am happy to receive 
him back as a beloved brother, and re- 
instate him; but to receive him, as I 
would receive you is a difficult, if not 
impossible, thing, for you are my spirit- 
ual father and have a special place in my 
heart—a place all your own!” The apos- 
tle would have understood him. 

What Philemon may not have been 
able to do, God has done for every be- 
liever. The weakest and most recently 
converted, as well as the strongest and 
most spiritual, is “accepted in the be- 
loved” (Eph. 1:6). We are accepted in 
all the acceptability which an infinitely 
perfect God finds ‘n the altogether lovely 
Lord Jesus Christ. From the slavery of 
sin and Satan to heirship with God, and 
joint heirship with Christ—such is our 
history. Praise Him! 

Wawona, CALIF, 


we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, for this study of Paul’s 
Letter to Philemon, I am giving you 
a chapter (No. 10) from “Little Jetts 
Youth Talks,”! a book recently pub- 
lished. The story is entitled “A Bad 
Slice and a Friendly Tree,” and the 
illustrations may be seen in the Little 
Jetts strip on this page. 
Driving off from the tee the other day, 
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I sliced my ball very badly. Away it 
sailed with good enough force, but it 
curved sharply to the right and was 
making its way deep into the woods 
when it struck the trunk of a tall tree 
and caromed in an obtuse angle back into 
the middle of the fairway. From where 
it lay, an easy mashie shot put it close 
up to the green. As I strode up for the 
second shot, much tickled by the un- 
expected turn the ball had taken after 
such a bad start, I had to stop at a 
point opposite that friendly tree and 
wave a Salute of gratitude to it; for 
without its timely intervention I would 
have lost the hole. 

As I read again this beautiful Letter 
to Philemon, I think of Onesimus as 
that erratic golf ball, and of Paul as the 
kindly tree standing in the rough. Ones- 
imus, the slave of Philemon, had sliced 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


A SLAVE BECOMES A BROTHER 


(These, Jetts illustrate Mr. Smith's article, 
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—and he had sliced badly. There was 
going power in Onesimus, but it was 
going wrong—seriously wrong. It was 
driving him into the rough. How many 
a fellow, nicely teed up, with the 
straight fairway over which to wing his 
flight, has in an ill-guided moment got 
a bad start—and, before he knew it, 
found himself deep in the woods! How 
he would have liked to start all over 
again, but it was too late. 

We do not know exactly the nature 
of Onesimus’ mistake. He evidently 
stole something from his master; then, 
frightened, ran away. No telling what 
dire fate he was headed for, when he 
met Paul the apostle. But he met him; 
and it proved to be his turning point. 
Perhaps he heard Paul preaching. If 
he did, we can understand how he came 
to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
to surrender his life to Him. Nor are 
we surprised that he should become at- 
tached to Paul—attached not only as 
servant, but attached heart and soul. 

In that intimacy we can imagine him 
sooner or later in a burst of confidence 
telling Paul the whole miserable busi- 
ness of that flight from Philemon. And 
Paul says, “Well, Onesimus, you must 
go back.” Much as Paul would like to 
keep him, for Onesimus was “profitable” 
to Paul—he made a good helper—yet 
Paul knew that Onesimus would never 
be a happy Christian while the wrong 
to Philemon, his master, remained un- 
righted. “But” — doubtless answered 
Onesimus—“how can I face my master 
again until I have restored what I took 
from him—and I have spent it!” 

Then Paul was even more Christlike. 
“IT will pay the debt myself, Onesimus: 
you go and tell him you are sorry; 
that will be sufficient.” 

And Onesimus returned to his master, 
carrying in his hand the Letter from 
Paul, saying, “Whatever he owes you, 
charge that to my account, I will pay it.” 
Better still, Paul in that Letter sug- 
gested to Philemon that his former 
slave was returning to him as a Chris- 
tian—as a believer in and a servant of 
their common Lord and _é Saviour. 
Therefore, he should be received, not as 
a slave, but as a brother. 

And, fellows, I have a very definite 
feeling that Philemon did receive him 
that way; and that Onesimus became 
more valuable to him than he had ever 
been before. So great was the influence 
of Paui—so great, I should rather say, 
was the power of the Holy Spirit 
through Paul’s influence. 

Of course the whole matter brings us 
back to Paul: Paul the Tree that stood 
in the Rough; the tall Tree that stood 
in the way of that erratic flight and de- 
flected its course back into the fairway. 
Which somehow reminds us of the Tree 
the Psamist tells about. It is the man 
who loves God’s Law and meditates 
upon it day and night. “He shall be 
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like a tree planted by the rivers of 
water, that bringeth forth his fruit in 
his season; his leaf also shall not wither; 
and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper” 
(Psa, 1:3). 

Fellows, I think if you will be like a 
tree, standing straight and clean, being 
true to God’s Word, the fellows coming 
in contact with you will find your in- 
fluence a wholesome one. They will 
leave your company always with a some- 
how uplifted horizon. There is no higher 
service you or I can do for our King 
than to help some erring servant turn 
back into the Fairway! 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


1W. A. Wilde Co., Boston, Mass., $2 post- 
paid. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


OME years ago an infidel invited a 

Christian to have a public debate 
with him. The Christian said: “Instead 
of arguing about our opposite beliefs, let 
us each produce one hundred witnesses 
to testify to the effectiveness of them. 
For my part I will bring to this platform 
one hundred people whose lives have 
been transformed by faith in Christ. I 
will produce drunkards who have become 
sober, thieves who have been made 
honest, adulterers who are now moral. 
You bring one hundred men to testify 
to the transforming power of infidelity, 
those who have been changed by it so 
that they have given up their evil lives 
and are now good citizens.” But the in- 
fidel refused to have anything to do with 
such a scheme. Why? (Because he knew 
that he couldn’t find any people who 
had been made better by becoming in- 
fidels.) Right. But the Christian would 
have had no difficulty at all in finding 
people whose transformed lives bore wit- 
ness to the mighty power of Christ. 

In today’s lesson we will meet three of 
these. The short Book of Philemon was 
written to Philemon by Paul the 
prisoner. Although there are only 
twenty-five verses in this Epistle, there 
are eleven references to the Lord Jesus, 
the one who had transformed Paul and 
Philemon and now Onesimus, on whose 
behalf the Letter was written. 

Before we read Philemon, who will 
tell us how Paul was changed after his 
meeting with Christ on the Damascus 
road? (He was changed from being a 
persecutor of Christians to a preacher of 
the Gospel.) What a great change that 
was! 

Philemon was a wealthy Greek who 
had a number of slaves. We don’t know 
about his life before he was saved, but 
we know that he had been converted 
through the Apostle Paul, and now his 
home had become the meeting place of 
the Christians in his district. This was a 
great change for one who had worshiped 
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Diana and other Greek gods and god- 
desses. Philemon 5 speaks of his love 
and faith after he had become a Chris- 
tian, and verses 6 and 7 show that he 
was constantly doing good to others with 
his wealth. 

Onesimus, the third person in this 
Epistle, was one of Philemon’s slaves, 
but he had run away from him and 
managed to get to Rome. How, in that 
great city, a runaway Greek slave ever 
got into touch with Paul the prisoner is 
a mystery only God can reveal. My first 
guess would have been that he also was 
put into prison, but he was not a 
prisoner when Paul wrote this Epistle 
or else he could not have sent him back 
to his master. However the contact was 
made, we know it was arranged by the 
Lord. Paul led Onesimus to Christ, and 
at the time he wrote this Letter to Phile- 
mon he was sending the runaway back 
to him to serve the Lord in the place 
where formerly he was known as un- 
profitable, or in our language today, as 
“a worthless fellow.” A slave who had 
run away was subject to severe punish- 
ment. Paul wrote this Epistle to Phile- 
mon to make things easier for Onesi- 
mus on his return. No doubt Onesimus 
would much rather have stayed with 
Paul in Rome than to have to return to 
his former master. But it was right for 
him to go back, so Paul encouraged him 
and he went. 

Let us start with verse 8 and read 
responsively through verse 21. And as 
we do, watch for the transformation that 
had come to Onesimus through Christ. 
He had been a stranger in Rome, now 
Paul calls him his “son.”” When Onesi- 
mus accepted Christ, he was brought into 
the warmth of Paul’s affection and into 
the family of God. 

Onesimus had been unprofitable, but 
now he was a comfort to Paul, and was 
going back to serve Philemon faithfully. 
He left Philemon’s household a slave, he 
was returning to him a brother in Christ. 

Notice Paul’s generous-hearted offer in 
verses 18 and 19. He himself was willing 
to assume all the obligations of Onesi- 
mus. Slaves did not receive wages. In 
order to get to Rome, Onesimus had to 
have money. Undoubtedly he had stolen 
from his master before he ran away. 
Paul is going to reimburse Philemon 
himself. These two verses are a little 
picture of what the Lord Jesus has done 
for us. He took upon Himself our heavy 
debt of sin, in order that we might go 
free. Praise His name! 

What a transformation had taken place 
in Paul! He had been a bigoted Jew of 
the upper class, and as such had no use 
for a Gentile, and above all for a Gentile 
slave! But now he is writing under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, pleading 
with one Gentile for another one, and his 
love for both master and slave is very 
evident. 

Verse 21 reminds us again of the 
change which must have taken place in 
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Philemon. As a slaveowner he would 
naturally be very severe toward one who 
had run away. robbing him of money as 
well as of his services, yet Paul was so 
confident of the converted Philemon’s 
love to all saints that he dared to ask 
him to receive Onesimus, as a brother, 
instead of punishing him. And Paul be- 
lieved Philemon would be even kinder 
than he requested him to be! 

What a testimony this short Epistle is 
to the transforming power of the Lord 
Jesus! How effectively does that power 
operate in our lives? Should we not pray 
that we may be changed more and more 
into the likeness of Christ? 

Last week we left Captain Gardiner 
and Mr. Hunt in great difficulty because 
the Patagonian chief and his warriors 
wanted to live off the supplies which 
were to last them several months. They 
knew that these fresh supplies would be 
gone in a few days if this kept up. And 
furthermore the natives would not listen 
to the gospel, although they had prom- 
ised to do so when the English ship had 
been there. Gardiner felt that they had 
made a mistake in not returning to Eng- 
land when they had the opportunity. 
They prayed about it, and the Lord sent 
another ship a few days later. So they 
went back to England, but Gardiner de- 
termined to return again to South Amer- 
ica with the transforming Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus, 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 
Topic and Scripture: 
Winning a Friend for Jesus 
(Philem. 1, 10-18) 
OUND the class now, each one in 
order name one of Paul’s Epistles! 

Once again—this time slow enough sd 
that Carol at the map can point out the 
places where Christians first received 
the Letters—till we get to Timothy. 
Timothy was probably at Ephesus. Who 
remembers where Titus was? (Tit. 1: 
5.) Philemon lived at Colosse. And 
who do you think brought his Letter 
from Paul? His own runaway slave! 

Imagine how you would feel if you 
had taken some of your master’s money 
and run away from him and your work! 
For months you had been gone. The 
money was all spent. Now you are go- 
ing back to that master’s home to give 
yourself up to him. What would you 
expect? But Master Philemon is a 
Christian. And Slave Onesimus is now 
a Christian, though he was not when 
he ran away. Would that make a dif- 
ference? And in Onesimus’ hand is a 
Letter from Paul to Philemon. Shall we 
take it from his hand, and read it? 
Open envelope and read the following 
letter: : 

Dear Philemon, friend and partner: 
I plead with you for my son, Onesi- 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





mus, born into the Christian family 

here in prison. Once he was good for 

nothing to you. But now he is good for 
something both to you and to me. 

I have sent him back to you, him 
whom I love as my own heart. I 
wanted to keep him for myself, so that 
in your place he could wait on me in 
my Good News chains. But unless you 
were willing, I wouldn’t do anything. 
I didn’t want your favor to be because 
you had to, but because you wished to. 

Perhaps you lost him for awhile for 
this reason, that you might have him 
back forever, not now a slave, but bet- 
ter than a slave—a dear brother, very 
dear to me, but even more so to you, 
both as a person and as a Christian. 

So if you count me your partner, 
welcome him as you would me. If he 
cheated you or owes you anything, 
charge it to me. 

Paut, Christ Jesus’ prisoner 
BROTHER TIMOTHY 

Where and how did Onesimus be- 
come a Christian? Was he a lazy fel- 
low? Paul loved him dearly and wanted 
so much to have him stay in Rome and 
help him. Would Onesimus rather stay 
than go back where he deserved punish- 
ment? He bravely went back. Why? 
Yes, a Christian must be honest, and 
make up all he can for the wrong things 
he has done. Then, too, by the law he 
still belonged to Philemon. Do you re- 
member from other Letters what Paul 
told slaves God expected of them? 

(Eph. 6:5-8.) 

We have to guess just what happened 
when Philemon heard Onesimus’ con- 
fession and read Paul’s Letter. We can 
hope both of them obeyed the Lord 
Jesus: “This is my commandment, 
That ye love one another, as I have 
loved you. ... Ye are my friends, if ye 
do whatsoever I command you” (John 
15:12, 14, Memory Verse). Some old 
writings say that Philemon set Ones- 
imus free from being a slave. Onesi- 
mus became Paul’s helper. ‘That once 
runaway slave became a church teacher 
and leader like Timothy and _ Titus. 
What wonderful things happened when 
one let the Lord Jesus come into his life! 
It wasn’t easy to go back and make 
good where he had failed before. But 
it pays to be a good soldier and do the 
hard things right to win. 

To some—boys_ especially — school 
seems like a prison, and you a slave to 
do things you don’t want to do! Have 
you been in mischief? Then listen to 
Paul and Onesimus! Be a Christian 
slave right there! Another thing—did 
you notice whose prison slave Paul 
called himself? Not the emperor’s—nor 
the soldier’s—but (Philem. 1). 

Orono, MAINE. 

" 

“Be careful for nothing,” is as defi- 
nite a requirement as “Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God .. . and thy neigh- 
bour as thyself” on the one hand, or 
as “Thou shalt not steal” on the other.” 
—Hudson Taylor. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 
NESIMUS ran away! 

Onesimus was a slave who lived 
long, long ago when the Apostle Paul 
lived. (Teacher’s Note: Dr. Frank E. 
Gaebelein says: “It is difficult for us of 
the twentieth century really.to grasp 
the horror of the institution of human 
slavery as it was practiced in ancient 
Rome. In his ‘Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire,’ Gibbon estimated that 
one-half of the population of the Em- 
pire, about 60,000,000 persons, were 
slaves. It follows, therefore, that in the 
first century human life was cheap... . 
Some of the great families possessed 
enormous numbers of slaves, as in the 
case of one wealthy Roman who had a 
retinue of no less than 20,000. 
Human life was so cheap .. . that slave 
owners became incredibly brutal. 

The Emperor Augustus ... had a slave 

. crucified to a ship’s mast for the 
‘crime’ of killing a favorite quail. From 
such a background we can begin to un- 
derstand that Roman law relegated the 
millions of slaves to a subhuman status. 
Its dictum was this: “The slave has no 
rights.’ . .. Such a conception could only 
mean the severestepenalties for the in- 
dividual slave who transgressed the 
law.”) 

Onesimus, by running away, actually 
was guilty of stealing time from the 
master to whom he belonged. Stealing, 
whether it is a thousand dollars or ten 
minutes’ time, is a terrible thing! (Steal- 
ing is sometimes listed with murdering. 


See Jer. 7:9; Mark 7:21, 22.) But Ones- 
imus heard the Gospel. And can you 
guess how he heard it? He met the 


Apostle Paul (who was in jail in Rome). 
Paul told him about the Lord Jesus 
Christ who died for him and for all 
people everywhere who ever would live. 
And Onesimus believed and received 
the Gospel. It was surely good news 
to him, a poor, hated slave. 

Now what was he to do? If he re- 
turned to his master, Philemon (Teach- 
er’s Note: The unusual names of these 
men should be mentioned distinctly to 
the children. Then ask them to repeat 
them several times so that they are 
sure to remember them correctly. They 
will enjoy learning names that are en- 
tirely different from those to which they 
are accustomed), Onesimus could be 
severely punished—killed, perhaps. But 
as a Christian, it was the only thing he 
could do. What would you do if you 
were Onesimus? 

Apparently he talked it over with the 
Apostle Paul. Paul, of course, agreed 
that Onesimus should return to Phile- 
mon. But he also knew what could 
happen to Onesimus. So, because Paul 
could not go with him to Philemon, he 
wrote another of his wonderful Letters. 
That Letter has been kept for us in our 
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Bibles ever since and is called the Epis- 
tle to Philemon. 

Paul and Philemon were friends. As 
a matter of fact, Paul had doubtless led 
Philemon to the knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus (v. 19). He asked Philemon to 
receive Onesimus again, to forgive him, 
and to accept him as a loving brother 
(instead of a slave). Imagine that! 
Why should Paul suggest that Philemon 
receive the disobedient slave Onesi- 
mus as a brother? Because Onesimus 
had also received the Lord Jesus. This 
was really asking a very great favor of 
Philemon. His slave had stolen a lot 
of his time by having run away. He 
deserved to be punished. His slave 
should be doing favors for him. Now 
Paul was asking him to do something 
special for Onesimus. 

That was not ail that Paul asked. He 
suggested that Philemon do him even a 
greater favor, “Receive him as myself” 
(v. 17). Imagine asking Philemon to 
take the slave Onesimus into his house 
and treat him exactly as he would treat 
the great Apostle Paul if he were to come 
to Philemon’s house! It really takes all 
of the love of the Lord Jesus to do 
something like that, doesn’t it? But the 
Son of God longs that every Christian 
should love all other Christians in that 
kind of way. But had not Philemon 
himself once been a slave? Indeed he 
had. He had been a slave to sin. But 
he had been freed from that by having 
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Since the Lord Jesus had forgiven him, 
could he do less than forgive poor 
Onesimus? 

Philemon, being the kind of Christian 
that he was (vs. 5-7), surely must have 
received Onesimus after reading Paul’s 
Letter. Are you a Philemon Christian? 
Do you help (refresh, v. 7) others? Do 
you forgive others? You should! 


LANCASTER, PA, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Level Ground at the Cross.—There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
bond nor free, ... for ye are all one in 
Christ Jesus (Gal. 3:28, Golden Text). 
While Chief Justice Charles Evans 
Hughes was in Washington, he went for- 
ward to unite with one of the Baptist 
churehes. At the same service a Chi- 
nese laundryman also presented himself 
for membership. As they stood together 
to be received, the eminent jurist and the 
humble Chinese Christian, the pastor 
said, “Brethren, the ground is very level 
around the cross.”—From the B.Y.P.U. 
Quarterly. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, 
Nashville, Tenn. Prize illustration. 
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When You Serve for Love’s Sake.— 
Yet for love’s sake I rather beseech thee, 
being such an one as Paul the aged, and 
now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ 
(Philem. 9). The mother of one of the 
girls from a Bible class of mine was sick 
for two years before she died. Jean 
was the eldest of six, and several morn- 
ings each week she would be up at five 
o’clock to help her Mother before leaving 
for her work. Many evenings she set 
aside for housework that her mother was 
not able to do. Jean was getting so thin 
that several of the girls from our class 
were anxious about her. and one of them 
said, “You can’t keep on working as you 
have been. Jean: your health will break 
down.” “I don’t think it will,” answered 
Jean, “but thank you for being con- 
cerned about me. I love helping my 
mother all I can, and you know things 
aren’t too hard when you do them for 
love’s sake.”— Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, 
Toronto, Can. 


A Father’s Plea.—I beseech thee for 
my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten 
in my bonds (Philem. 10). Paul the 
parent makes his plea as the spiritual 
father of Onesimus. Mark the steps 
upward in the career of Onesimus: first, 
a slave in the household of wealthy 
Philemon at Colosse: then, a fugitive 
thief and runaway who finally drifted 
to the Imperial City: then. a convert to 
Christianity through the influence of Paul 
whom he sought out in Rome: then, a 
minister and very valuable helper to 
Paul in many ways during his imprison- 
ment; then, a messenger from the apostle 
at Rome to Philemon at Colosse, for 
Paul, much as he needed the help of 
the converted runaway, would not retain 
him without the consent of his master: 
and, finally. a brother beloved who had 
proved his right to the title and revealed 
a character that guaranteed his depend- 
ability in the future. With what tender- 
ness Paul pleaded for Onesimus, who at 
last was living up to his name, which 
means “profitable,” though he had shown 
himself unprofitable in his flight from 
Philemon!—From “Points for Emphasis,” 
by Moore. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen. 
Hillsboro, Kans. 


God’s Coolie —Not now as a servant, 
but above a servant, a brother beloved, 
... but how much more unto thee, both 
in the flesh, and in the Lord? (Philem. 
16.) A grateful father and mother knelt 
at the feet of a medical missionary to 
worship her as a god, for she had re- 
stored their child to health. Hastily the 
missionary cried out to them, “We are 
not gods. Worship the true God.” “You 
must be a god.” they said. “No one but 
a god could have saved our child.” “Sup- 
pose,” said the missionary, “that I wished 
to bestow a valuable gift upon you and 
sent it by the hand of one of my coolies, 
whom would you thank, the coolie or 
myself?” “We would thank you, of 
course; the coolie is your servant.” “And 
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so I am God’s coolie, by whose hand 
God has been pleased to send the gift 
of healing, and it is to Him you must 
now give thanks.”—From Tom M. Olson, 
in The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Because of His Benefactor.—If thou 
count me therefore a partner, receive 
him as myself (Philem. 17). A ragged, 
dirty, tired-looking old man presented 
himself at the private office of a busy mer- 
chant who was about to turn him away 
brusquely, when the old man produced 
a note written on a familiar letterhead. 
The note said, “I am interested in this old 
man; please fit him out with shoes and 
shirt and a suit of clothes, and charge 
to my account.” It was signed by the 
merchant’s friend, the banker. A loan 
at that bank had saved the merchant 
from bankruptcy; and there would have 
to be further loans. The banker had 
proved a friend in a time of desperate 
need. There was an instant shift in the 
old man’s status with the merchant. He 
did not send the beggar to a clerk, but 
took him to the clothing department 
himself and personally selected his out- 
fit. No charge was entered. The register 
rang up “No Sale.” Here was a man in 
whom his own benefactor was interested. 
—From Wade C. Smith, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, 
Nashville, Tenn. 


How He Paid for His Supper.—I will 
repay it (Philem. 19). In the early days 
of the settlement of America, an Indian 
came to the inn at Litchfield, asking for 
food and a night’s shelter, but confessing 
he had no money to pay. The landlady 
was driving him away when a man near 
by directed her to supply the Indian’s 
needs, himself promising to pay. The 
Indian was very grateful, and said that 
one day he would repay him. Years 
later the kindly settler was taken pris- 
oner by a hostile tribe of Indians who 
carried him far away and enslaved him. 
One day an Indian came who gave him a 
musket and ordered him to follow him. 
Day by day he led him onward, never 
disclosing the object of their journey 
nor where it was to end. Then one aft- 
ernoon they suddenly came upon a beau- 
tiful expanse of cultivated fields, with 
many houses among them. “Do you 
know this place?” asked the Indian. 
“Why, of course. Yes, it is Litchfield,” 
said the man. “Yes,” said the Indian, 
“and I am the starving Indian on whom at 
this very place you took pity. And now 
that I have paid for my supper I pray 
you go home.”—From the Methodist Re- 
corder. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 


Whom Do You Acknowledge 4s 
Owner?—Albeit I do not say to thee how 
thou owest unto me even thine own self 
besides (Philem. 19). The Rev. J. Alex- 
ander Clark, a Scotch missionary from 
Africa, told in this country a very strik- 
ing story of an African who had been 
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mauled by a lioness and was well-nigh 
dead. Mr. Clark cared for his wounds, 
and when he got well he left. After 
three months he came back to Mr. Clark, 
and said, “You know the law of the 
African forest, that the redeemed be- 
longs to the redeemer. I was dead, but 
I am now alive. I am yours. Here are 
my six wives and my children and my 
cattle; do with me as you will.” Are 
we willing to surrender all to Christ 
like that? The secret of our lack of 
power and service is just this—we do 
not acknowledge that we, the redeemed, 
belong to the Redeemer.—From Christ 
Life. Sent by Albert Mygatt, David 
City, Nebr. 

ye 


This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 781) 


1. A believer of Colosse. apparently a 
leader in the church and a man of some 
means. 

2. In Rome, a prisoner, although in his 
own hired house. 

3. The conversion of Philemon’s run- 
away slave, Onesimus. 

4. (1) It was illegal to harbor a run- 
away slave; (2) Paul recognized that 
conversion meant making things right: 
(3) Paul wanted Philemon to learn to 
forgive: (4) Paul would not “steal” the 
service of Onesimus (v. 14). 

5. The new relationships “in Christ” 
are incompatible with slavery. This 
gradually dawned on the Christian con- 
science, and widened out to stir the social 
conscience. 

6. Not apostolic authority, but love 
(vs. 8, 9). 

7. The name means “profitable,” and 
Paul, while using a different word, con- 
trasted past unprofitableness with pres- 
ent profitableness. 

8 (1) “Offspring,” here in a spiritual 
sense; (2) “heart,” regarded as the seat 
of the emotions. 

9. Verses 18 and 19. 

10. The heavenly advocacy of Christ. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, September 27 
Void If Detached 
(Acts 2:42-47; Heb. 10:24, 25) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor. and are 
used by permission. 

— you any letters of introduc- 

tion?” 
“Yes,” said the young man, and he 
pulled some of them out. 
“Well,” said the old sea captain, “have 
you a church certificate?” 
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“Oh, yes,” replied the young man, “I 
did not suppose you desired to see that.” 
“Yes,” said the sea captain, “I want to 
see that. As soon as you reach the city, 
present that to some Christian church. 
I am an old sailor, and I have been up 
and down the world; it is my rule, as 
soon as I get into port, to fasten my ship 
fore and aft to the wharf, although it 
may cost a little wharfage, rather than 
have my ship out in the stream, floating 
hither and thither with the tide.” 
yd 


The slogan used for our topic this week 
is one sometimes found on round trip 
railroad tickets sold at a reduced price 
for use on a particular day or for a par- 
ticular occasion. Its use this week as a 
topic serves to remind us that Christians 
are not worth their full value, if sepa- 
rated from other believers. 


Now let us understand from the very 
start that it is not correct to say that a 
person who is not a church member can- 
not be a Christian. There have been many 
cases where individuals, who were iso- 
lated by geographical location or some 
other unavoidable circumstance, have 
been just as truly believers and follow- 
ers of the Lord Jesus Christ as the most 
ardent church member. But such indi- 
viduals cannot fulfill their Christian re- 
sponsibility to the greatest degree and 
with the greatest effectiveness without 
the help and co-operation and fellowship 
of other believers. 

ge 

Our Scripture verses remind us that 
when the early Christian church was 
established, believers met together to 
pray, to observe the Lord’s Supper, and 
to praise God. That was God’s plan for 
the Church when it was established. 
Later, in writing to the Hebrew Chris- 
tians, Paul urged them not to neglect 
to assemble together with other believ- 
ers, so that they might exhort one an- 
other and encourage one another in love 
and good works. Thus it has been down 
through the years, and it is true today, 
that believers have found help and en- 
couragement in the Christian way, in- 
struction in the Scriptures, and a healthy, 
normal Christian life in the company of 
other believers. Let us see some of the 
ways in which membership in a Chris- 
tian church, in a Sunday school class, 
and in a young people’s group may con- 
tribute to the Christian life of a young 
believer. 

& 

Every follower of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is to be a witness (Acts 1:8). To 
be sure, it is possible to witness as indi- 
viduals. and every believer should en- 
gage in that sort of witnessing. But 
young believers may learn most effec- 
tively how to witness for Christ in the 
company of other believers, and the 
Christian church should be the place 
where such training is given and oppor- 
tunities for such witnessing are afforded. 
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The Christian needs Bible study and 
instruction so that he may grow in grace 
and be built up in the Christian faith. 
Here again, instruction of a sort may be 
had apart from the church, or Christian 
institutions. But, in the church, there is 
a very simple and practical way avail- 
able to all of getting instruction, through 
the preaching of the Word, through the 
teaching in the Sunday school class, 
through the prayer meeting, and through 
the meetings of your young people’s 
group. 


one 


The physical body is strengthened and 
grows through erercise as well as by 
means of food. Just so a Christian needs 
exercise to grow spiritually. The church, 
Sunday school, and young people’s m2t- 
ing all should provide outlets for Chris- 
tian service and for the expression of 
one’s Christian faith. 

8 

We have already seen that believers 
need and profit by inspiration and en- 
couragement and the exhortation of 
other Christians. The activities of a 
Christian church, Sunday school. and 
young people’s group should provide 
these helps toward better Christian liv- 
ing. 

ope 

Believers need opportunities for wor- 
ship and devotion. While the church 
and its various organizations should not 
supplant private devotions, they can sup- 
plement them and enrich the spiritual 
life of their members. 

Christian believers have been com- 
manded to observe the Lord’s Supper, 
“till he come” (1 Cor. 11: 23-26). This can 
be done only in the company of other 
believers, and the Christian church gives 
opportunity for believers to be obedient 
to this command. 


The Christian is also commanded to go 
to the uttermost parts of the earth to 
carry the Gospel to every creature 
(Mark 16:15). It is sometimes physically 
impossible, or economically impossible, 
or not expedient for some to actually go 
to a foreign field, or even into the home 
field. But all can pray and can give in 
some measure of their means to support 
those who can go. Here again the Chris- 
tian church and its various departments 
affords opportunities to share in send- 
ing the Gospel to those who have never 
heard, opportunities that are not avail- 
able through individual effort. 

Let us realize, then, that. as followers 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, we need fel- 
lowship and co-operation of other Chris- 
tian believers, and that they need our 
help and support and co-operation that 
together we may do great things for 
Him, whereas individually our efforts 
might be weak or futile. Let us see to 
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it, then, that we link ourselves with a 
church, and a Sunday school and a young 
people’s group that is true to the Word 
of God, where the Gospel is preached, 
and where there is a lively missionary 
interest and program so that our Chris- 
tian life may count most for God, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


The Bible Lands Cruise 
at Baalbek 


NE of the many high lights of the 

Wheaton Bible Lands Cruise is the 
visit to the great temple at Baalbek in 
the Lebanon Valley, north of Palestine. 
This pagan temple was built more than 
1,900 years ago as an effort to offset the 
forward march of the preaching of the 
Gospel. But such efforts as the con- 
struction of the magnificent and exten- 
sive temple at Baalbek did not stop 
the preaching and spreading of Chris- 
tianity. Today the sixty-foot pillars and 
1,500-ton building stones of Baalbek rep- 
resent one phase of the “swan song of 
paganism” at that place. One minister 
on the trip last spring—during the 
Cruise’s two-hour visit to the great tem- 
ple—formulate’1 a sermon on the subject 
of the downfa!! of paganism in the face 
of the preaching of the Cross, 

The Bible Lands Cruise will be con- 
ducted in February and March, 1954, by 
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Free of Wheaton 
College, and will be made up of Chris- 
tians of all ages. For a descriptive bul- 
letin, write to Dr. Joseph Free, Wheaton 
Bible Lands Cruise. Dept. T-8, Wheaton 
College, Wheaton, III. 


“we 
re 


Relief for the Victims of 
Earthquakes in Greece 


HREE of the Ionian Islands—Ithaki, 

Zante, and Cephallonia—have been 
almost destroyed by earthquakes. The 
dead are estimated to be over one thou- 
sand and the homeless over 100,000. 
Nearly ail the towns and villages have 
been reduced to rubble. Fires burned 
to ashes what the earthquakes left stand- 
ing. There was no water to put out the 
fire, and none to drink. Many people 
had no food to eat, no clothes to wear, 
nothing to sleep on, and many lost their 
minds. Children wandered about help- 
lessly, looking for their parents. 

These people are among the most des- 
titute in the world, and need immediate 
physical assistance and the comfort that 
only the Word of God can give. Cloth- 
ing may be sent to the First Baptist 
Church, 265 West 79th St., New York 24, 
marked “For the Greeks”; and contribu- 
tions may be sent to the American Com- 
mittee for the Evangelization of the 
Greeks, 156 Fifth Ave., New York 10, 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted. these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








Literal Translation of the Holy Bible. 
By Robert Young. (Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $5.) This is a 
reprint of a work by the author of the 
well-known “Analytical Concordance to 
the Bible.” It was first published in 1862 
and has gone through several revisions. 

Young’s loyalty to the doctrine of the 
inerrancy of the Scriptures in the orig- 
inal writings is emphatically stated in 
the preface to the first revised edition: 

“The following translation of the New 
Testament is based upon the belief that 
every word of the original is ‘God 
breathed... . This inspiration extends 
only to the original text, as it came from 
the pens of the writers, not to any trans- 
lations ever made by man... .” 

A rather mechonical doctrine of trans- 
lation then follows: 

“If a translation gives a present tense 
when the original gives a past, or a past 
when it has a present; a perfect for a 
future, or a future for a perfect: an a 
for a the, or a the for an a; an impera- 
tive for a subjunctive, or a subjunctive 
for an imperative; a verb for a noun, or 
a noun for a verb, it is clear that verbal 
inspiration is as much overlooked as if 
it had no existence.” 

This sentiment is very definitely er- 
roneous, as a careful study of syntax 
will reveal. The fact is that there is no 
indefinite article in Hebrew or in Greek, 
and that in many cases where the defi- 
nite article is not used, the English syn- 
tax requires it. Also. where the definite 
article is used, the English syntax some- 
times requires that it be omitted. There 
is no precise equivalence between Eng- 
lish and the original languages in tenses, 
moods, verbs, or nouns, any more than 
there is in the article. 

Carrying out these principles. the 
author, for example, in the beginning 
of the Gospel of Mark, starts out. “A 
beginning of the good news of Jesus 
Christ, Son of God.” Obviously this is 
wrong. Mark intended what we mean 
in English when we say the beginning, 
and the Son of God, though he used per- 
fectly correct Greek syntax in omitting 
the definite article in these instances. 

In Mark 1:4, we read, “John came bap- 
tizing in the wilderness, and proclaim- 
ing a baptism of reformation—to remis- 
sion of sins, .. .” Certainly the word, 
“reformation” is not as good as “re- 
pentance,” to convey Mark’s idea. 

Again in Mark 1:7, announcing the 
coming of the Messiah, Young renders 
the present tense. “He doth come,” 









eptember ; 





whereas the English idiom would re- 
quire “He is coming.” 

Young is quite critical of the King 
James Version, and gives two double- 
column pages in fine print under the 
headings, “Confused Renderings of King 
James’ Revisers” and “Lax Renderings 
of King James’ Revisers.” 

Young certainly possessed a_ vast 
amount of detailed knowledge such as 
was necessary for the compiling of an 
extremely useful concordance. His trans- 
lation bristles with stimulating sugges- 
tions. but the reader who does not know 
his Hebrew and Greek would be in dan- 
ger of forming very false impressions 
if he should take Young as a guide. 

Least of all does Young fulfill the need 
for a modern English translation. He 
makes no effort whatsoever in that direc- 
tion. 


Ideas for a Successful Pastorate. By 
John Huss. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Roepids 2. Mich., $2.) The author 
is pastor of the Southside Baptist Church, 
Spartanburg, S. C. He gives here sug- 
gestions that he himself has used suc- 
cessfully in his present and previous 
pastorates. The book is divided into five 
sections: Section I, “Ideas to Encourage 
Members of Your Church to Win Souls.” 
speaks of visitation, personal witnessing, 
cottage prayer meetings, and the use- 
fulness of a pastor’s personal record of 
prospects. Section II, “Ideas to Con-erve 
the Fruits of Evangelism,” suggests how 
to receive, recruit. and remember new 
members of the church for the purpose 
of helping them to stay in the church 
and to serve Christ. Section III gives 
“Ideas to Make the Midweek Service 
‘The Hour of Power,’” and Section IV 
offers “Ideas to Make Your Church Bul- 
letin More Effective.” Section V, “Ideas 
of a Miscellaneous Nature to Promote 
Kingdom Work,” includes discussion of 
the use of ushers, an attendance crusade, 
and financing a revival. The value of 
this book lies in the stimulating power 
of its contents; it offers no substitute for 
hard work. 


Evolution. A Handbook for Students. 
By a Medical Scientist. (International 
Christian Crusade, 366 Bay St.. Toronto 
1, Can., 20 cents each, $2 a dozen, post- 
paid.) This is the twelfth edition, re- 
vised in 1953, of an exceptionally useful 
booklet -against evolution. The price 
puts it within reach of everyone, it is 
pocket-size, and contains ninety-six 
pages divided into three sections: “The 
Facts About Evolution,” “The State- 
ments of Authorities,” “The Results of 
Evolution,” besides a bibliography con- 
taining 220 titles. and a list of over 
twenty recommended books. This is not 
written in a sarcastic, humorous, or care- 
less manner, but deals seriously with 
the theory, taking up such subjects as 
“Comparative Anatomy,” “The Geologi- 
ce] Record.” “Vestigial Org-ns.” “Biology 
and Palaeontology,” “Evolution versus 
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Creation,” and many other aspects of this 
subject from a scientific point of view. 
There are about fifty quotations from 
reputable scientists who admit weak- 
nesses of the theory, express doubts 
about it, or definitely oppose it. Re- 
sults of the theory are seen in “The Dar- 
winian Code of Ethics,” “Militarism,” 
“Atheism,” and in its evil effects in edu- 
cation. “It is no exaggeration to say 
that as a direct result of the teaching of 
evolution thousands of young men and 
women have lost their faith in Christ and 
His Word, as a consequence of which 
they have turned from the Light to dark- 
ness and to sin.” 

No one need hesitate to get copies of 
this booklet for distribution, for it has 
been carefully revised and has stood the 
test of time since it was first published 
in 1936. It is just the kind of material 
to give to high school and college stu- 
dents, and even to teachers and college 
professors. It will strengthen the faith 
of all sincere Christians in the Bible as 
the Word of God. 


Where Jesus Walked. By Sanford 
Fleming, Ph.D., Litt.D. (The Judson 
Press, Philadelphia 3; $2.50.) Although, 
with General Allenby, Dr. Fleming feels 
that Palestine’s ancient land “fascinates 
as does no other,” he has written this 
account of his travels with a purpose 
deeper than to put in words that fascina- 
tion. Rather, his aim is to challenge one 
to rededication to a new worship, love, 
and service of the Master. Hence he 
describes such scenes as the prayer room 
in the Jerusalem Y.M.C.A., where hangs 
a large picture frame, empty, and under- 
neath the words, “Whom Having Not 
Seen, We Love”: and the undisputed site 
of Jacob’s Well, the millennial flow of 
which is a continual reminder of the 
earth peoples who have still not tasted 
the Water of Life. He pictures Ascen- 
sion Hill as voicing an appeal to pattern 
after those who stood there—every man 
as “earnest as though the world were on 
fire and he the only one knowing how 
to put it out.” In fact, Dr. Fleming finds 
a homily in every sacred spot. For him 
and for the reader, Resurrection glory 
rests on the home in Bethany: new light 
on the oneness of Christ with the Father 
shines from the upper room; the fact 
that prayer is not a problem but a 
blessed privilege is whispered among the 
age-old olive trees; and the triple mes- 
sage of revelation, redemption, and hope 
breathes from Gordon’s Calvary and the 
Garden Tomb. Along with this devo- 
tional approach to his log of travels, 
the writer has endeavored to be accurate 
geographically, choosing, however, to 
portray the natural routes rather than 
detours demanded by changing boun- 
daries. The many illustrations are ex- 
cellent, even that of Golgotha showing 
plainly its skull-like contour. 


Go-To-Bed Stories. By Lettice Bell. 
(Victory Press, Clapham Crescent, Lon- 
don, S.W. 4, 10/6.) For fifty years Mrs. 
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Bell’s stories for children have sounded 
forth their definite Gospel appeal, and so 
used and useful have they been that a 
series of reprints is planned, the present 
volume being No. 1 on the list. The first 
tale is that of Peter, who, as Bible read- 
ers remember, escaped from prison in 
a most extraordinary manner. And there 
are five other Bible stories also. In- 
terspersed with these are true history 
tales, each teaching some particular 
Bible truth. Thus the “Rescue of Starv- 
ing Leyden” shows God’s power to an- 
swer persistent prayer. “Hoppity Who 
Sees the Emperor” is a word picture of 
seeking souls whose perseverance wins 
through. The French queen who, through 
her intercession, saves the lives of six 
almost-martyrs and their doomed city, 
speaks of Him who at another's inter- 
cession, spares men today. And or- 
phaned Tommy’s bitter disappointment 
in his supposed friend opens the mind to 
receive that Friend who never leaves 
nor forsakes. Last of all, Michael, the 
fisherman’s son, finds such happiness in 
witnessing that even the Angel of Death 
cannot remove the glow on his little 
boy face. 

The stories are beautifully told, and 
each has a Bible text, along with a hymn, 
for its finishing touch. 


“ 


Children at Home 
School Days 


By Mabel C. Stewart 


— was trying to go to sleep, but 
summer nights here in Pakistan are 
hot, and tonight it was almost too hot 
for sleep, even out-of-doors. Piyari lay 
on her cot and looked up at the stars. 
They were very bright, and so was the 
moon. She could see the buffalo and 
its calf tied in one corner of the court- 
yard. She could hear her father and 
mother talking together in low voices, 
and suddenly Piyari knew they were 
talking about her. 

“IT just don’t know how we can send 
her to school this year,” her father was 
saying. 

“She has been counting on going,” said 
her mother. 

“Ever since the Miss Sahiba was here, 
and told us our daughter should be in 
school, I have hoped we could send her.” 

“And now?” 

“We can't. The Mohammedan was here 
again today, demanding that we pay the 
water tax.” 

“Can’t he wait till we have a little 
more money collected?” asked Piyari’s 
mother. 

“He won't wait,” was the answer. “It 
is not like it was when we could get a 
loan from the Hindu moneylender. Now, 
with Pakistan full of Mohammedans, 
there are no Hindu moneylenders.” 

“Perhaps it is a good thing,” said 
Piyari’s mother. “The moneylenders 
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—Miss M.B.M. 


Knowing that contentment and financial 
worries do not go hand in hand . . . that 
anxiety is almost certain to increase in later 
years, unless provision is made to assure a 
regular income for material needs . . . Miss 
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tion of knowing that her money is being used 
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used to pile on the interest so we could 
hardly pay it.” 

“True,” agreed Piyari’s father, “but it 
was a help to get a loan when we needed 
it. Now, the money I saved for Piyari’s 
school fees will have to go for the water 
tax.” 

“There is the matter of clothes, too,” 
sighed Piyari’s mother. 

“T have been thinking,” said Piyari’s 
father, “about the pastor’s text last Sun- 
day. You remember, he made us repeat 
it over and over again: ‘My God shall 
supply all your need according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.’ He said 
that means God will give us what we 
need.” 

“Yes, I remember. But is that true? 
We need money for Piyari’s school fees, 
and for her clothing. Where is it coming 
from?” 

“I don’t know,” answered Piyari’s 
father. “My heart doubts, too, sometimes. 
Yet, mother of Barkat, let us give thanks 
for our Heavenly Father’s mercy. Do 
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we not have the buffalo, to give milk for 
the children? If Piyari really needs to 
go to school, perhaps God will send the 
money for it. Let us trust Him.” 

Piyari couldn’t help crying a little. She 
had so wanted to go to school! 

School opened, however, and Piyari 
was not present. The Miss Sahiba, too, 
was disappointed. 

“T just wish I had money to provide for 
every girl who would like to be here,” 
she wrote to her home folks in America. 
“We want the Christians to pay as they 
can, but so many of them are so poor 
they simply do not have enough money 
for school fees and proper clothing.” 

In the meantime, Piyari kept busy in 
the village, watching her baby brother. 
and in other ways helping her mother 
One day she went over to her friend 
Feroza’s house. There she found a visitor 
—Feroza’s cousin Fazl Bibi. Piyari 
learned that she had spent some time in 
the very school where Piyari wanted so 
much to go. 

“Can you read?” asked Piyari. 

Fazl Bibi laughed. “Of course I can 
read. What do you suppose I was doing 
in school?” 

“I wish I could read,” said Piyari. 

“Why don’t you go to school, then?” 
asked Fazl Bibi. 

“The money for school fees had to go 
for the water tax,” sighed Piyari. “And 
clothes! Where would I get new 
clothes?” 

This was no new story to Fazl Bibi. 
She knew of many girls and boys who 
were not able to go to school. 

“Well,” she said, finally, “if you really 
want to learn to read, I can teach you. 
And you won’t need any new clothes, 
either.” 

Piyari’s eyes grew very bright. 
you, really?” she asked. 

“Yes,” promised Faz! Bibi. “I will teach 
you and Feroza both. Wait; I’ll show 
you.” She went to her small tin trunk, 
and brought out some little books. 
“Look,” she said. “These are the new 
kind of primers. They are meant for 
grownups who want to learn to read, 
but anyone can learn with them. The 
teachers gave them to us when we went 
home on vacation. They said everyone 
who could read should try to teach some 
one who couldn’t. Will you work hard, 
and try to learn?” 

Piyari’s eyes fairly danced. “Oh, yes,” 
she promised. She put Baby Barkat 
down on the ground, gave him a piece of 
sugar cane to suck, and took the little 
book in her hand. 

So this was the way Piyari started to 
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school. By the time Fazl Bibi’s visit was 
ended, she and Feroza had both finished 
reading the primer. 

Then, one day Piyari, Feroza, and the 
other village children heard an old car 
bumping along the road which led to 
their village. 

“It’s the Miss Sahiba!” they shouted, 
and ran to meet her. It was the same 
missionary who had urged that Piyari 
go to school. 

“I can read!” cried Piyari, trying to 
make her voice heard above the noise. 

“You can?” asked the missionary, in 
surprise, 

“Come, I’ll show you,” said Piyari. 
“Feroza and I can both read.” 

Piyari got the little book, and read. 
“Sure enough, you can read,” the Miss 
Sahiba said. 

When she had heard all about it, the 
missionary asked, “Do you still want to 
go to school, Piyari?” 

“Oh, yes,” said Piyari. 
than ever.” 

“Then I have good news for you. Let's 
go and talk to your father and mother.” 

It was a happy story the missionary 
had to tell. The mail had brought her a 
letter from her home folks in America, 
and with the letter was a check—that is, 
some money: 

“Use the money however you want to,” 
said the letter. 

“And now,” said the missionary, “I 
want to use some of the money so Piyari 
can start to school. It isn’t too late for 
her to start, eSpecially since she can 
read.” 

“But her 
mother. 

“That’s more good news,” answered 
the missionary. “Packages, too, came 
from America, with clothing sent by 
some of the Christian people there, to 
help people here in Pakistan. The sew- 
ing teacher and older girls have been 
making over some of the clothes, to fit 
our girls and others. And here is a whole 
new suit for Piyari—nice warm shirt and 
pajamas for the cold weather. She can 
get another suit at school. Other cloth- 
ing I brought, too, enough for a number 
of needy people.” 

Piyari was pulling at the missionary’s 
dress, The missionary bent down to hear 
what she had to say. 


“T want to more 


clothes?” asked Piyari's 


“What about Feroza?” asked Piyari. 
“She can read, too.” 
The missionary looked thoughtful. 


“There is clothing for Feroza, certainly. 
And yes, I think there will be enough 
money for Feroza’s fees, too,” she finally 
said. 

That night Piyari heard her father and 
mother talking together. “Mother of 
Barkat,” said her father, “the pastor's text 
is true. Our Heavenly Father does give 
what we need.” 

“Yes,” agreed Piyari’s mother. “And 
to think, there was a warm shirt even for 
Baby Barkat!” 

New WILMINGTON, Pa. 
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Reviews of the 
Revised Standard Version 


Reprinted 


UNDAY SCHOOL TIMES readers 

will recall the excellent and critical 
reviews of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible (Thomas Nelson & 
Sons, New York 17) that appeared in the 
October 25 and November 1, 1952, issues 
of the Times. The two articles, one on 
the Old Testament portion by G. Douglas 
Young, Ph.D., and one on the New Tes- 
tament portion by J. Oliver Buswell, 
Jr., D.D., LL.D., Ph.D., together with re- 
prints of two “Notes on Open Letters” 
on this much-discussed new version that 
were published by THE SuNpDAY SCHOOL 
Times, have now been reprinted as a 
48-page booklet. 


Many will doubtless want to distribute 
widely these authoritative and careful 
appraisals of this new version of the 
Bible among friends and members of 
churches and Sunday schools. They 
may be had at 10 cents each: 50 cents 
for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty: 
or $6 a hundred. All prices include 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


postage. Just ask for the “Reviews of 
the Revised Standard Version” booklet 
and address your orders to The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5. 

we 


“The Life That Wins” in Braille 


D* CHARLES G. TRUMBULL’S per- 
sonal testimony, “The Life That 
Wins,” which has had a circulation of 
over 900,000 in several languages, has 
been transcribed into Braille. Copies 
may be purchased at ten cents a copy 
—less than cost—and may be ordered 
from Mrs. Esther English, in care of 
The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 North 13th St. Philadelphia 5. 
(Please send coins, bills, or checks, not 
stamps). 

THe Sunpay ScuHoot Times does not 
carry a stock of the Braille booklets, 
but will transmit the orders to Mrs. 
English, who mails out the booklets. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 21 to 27 


Mon.—Luke 12:39-48. A Faithful Servant. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed is that 
servant, whom his lord when he cometh 
Shall find so doing.” Christian work is 
the Christian’s most important business. 
And blessed is the man who is unwearied 
in welldoing. The opportunities for 
essential spiritual improvement in our- 
selves and others must not be neglected. 
Reasons for utmost diligence are found 
in the example of Christ and in the pre- 
cepts of His Gospel. Keep eternity more 
than time in view. Pass the time of your 
sojourning here in reverential fear; and 
buy up all the God-provided opportu- 
nities. Pray for the women’s prayer meet- 
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2 WARNINGS U NERD! 


ONE—“Whose Unclean Fingers Have 
Been Tampering with the Holy Bible, 
God’s Pure, Infallible, Verbally Inspired 
Word ?”—A discussion of the facts con- 
cerning the new Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible, edited and copyrighted by the 
National (Federal) Council of Churches. 
13th printing— 100,000 copies; 8 pages. 

TWO—“A Warning Against the New 
‘Interpreter’s Bible.’”—The sinister com- 
panion to the R.S.V. Bible, both spon- 
sored and backed by the National (Federal) 
Council of Churches, an organization 
whose leaders are proved to be Socialistic, 
Unitarian, and, in some cases, Pro Com- 
munistic; 8 pages. 

Copies of the above pamphlets may be secured 


by writing the BOOK TABLE, Wealthy Street 

Baptist Church, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
No charge for as many as you can prayerfully 

use. We would appreciate any contribution to 


pay for the printing for as wide a distribution as pos- 
sible. By DAVID OTIS FULLER, D.D., Pastor. 






































What Will Bring Revival? 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of Great Commission Prayer League 


Ten chapters, 54 pages, devoted to 
the answer to this question, is con- 
tained in this paper-bound booklet. 
Preacher and layman will profit 
much by the reading of this excel- 
lent presentation. 

25 cents, postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 


















OUR ORPHANS IN THE HOLY LAND 


The Lord is richly blessing this work. 
progress is being made. 
cared for is increasing and with this the responsi- 
bility and need for maintenance grows. 


The orphanage is strictly evangelical and non- 
denominational. 


us for food and shelter. 
distribute your bounty. 


Our work to bring Israel into the kingdom is 
dependent on the Lord’s people. 
burdens through prayer and practical fellowship. 


Address your letters to headquarters: 


EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, INC. 


252 N. Dillon Street 
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200 million Europeans 
have never 
seen a Bible! 
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Word. Distributing New Testaments and tracts. 
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ings led by Madame Chiang Kai-shek in 
the Island of Formosa. 


Tues.—Acts 3:1-11. True Service. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Such as I.-have 
give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth rise up and walk.” Peter 
and John did their best with what they 
then had, and so must we. Do all you 
do for Him, and in His name. Thus you 
will render Christ real and glorious serv- 
ice. Do what He commands and your 
own soul will be enriched and also those 
of others. We have such a very short 
time in which to do good, let us buy up 
every opportunity. Pray for Generalis- 
simo Chiang Kai-shek and for nationalist 
China, 
Wed.—John 8:31-42. 

Slavery and Freedom. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whosoever com- 
mitteth sin is the servant of sin. 
If the Son therefore shall make you free, 
ye shall be free indeed.” One sin makes 
the sinner a slave of Satan. Liberation 
is possible only in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
By His death and blood we have redemp- 
tion and liberation from the power of 
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TRAINING 


For YOUNG WOMEN 


or men going out as missionaries. 


COMPLETE FREE 


Mrs. Trudy Rosenberger, one of 
our trainees, x-raying teeth of an- 
other missionary on their field in 
the orient. 


Would YOU like to have dental 
training to help fellow missionaries 
and open many native hearts to 
the Gospel. Write 


W. G. LEWIS 


Lincoln, Nebraska 
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about annuities—helps solve your in- 
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Wheaton’s record of having provided regular in- 
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darkness. “He sets the prisoner free; 
His blood can make the foulest clean, 
His blood availed for me.” Pray for all 
Christian ‘chaplains working in the hos- 
pitals of Nationalist China, 
Thurs.—Romans 6:16-23. 

A Change of Master. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Being then made 


free from sin, ye became servants of 
righteousness.” No one can be or do 
right under the old master Sin. That 


struggle to be good is well set forth in 


the seventh chapter of the Book of 
Romans. “When I would do good, evil 
is present with me” was the despairing 
cry of the “wretched man” mentioned 
there. Redemption and release through 


“whosoever 
Lord” 


mis- 


Christ is the privilege of 
shall call upon the name of the 
(Rom. 10:13). Pray for Christian 
sionaries in Formosa. 


Fri.—2 Timothy 2:15-26. 
A Real Servant of God. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The servant of 
sthe Lord must not strive: but be gentle 


unto all men, apt to teach, patient.” Such 
good servants of Christ are the greatest 
need of this controversial hour. Many 
strive about words to no profit. Harsh 


words win no honors. The meekness and 
gentleness of the Lord Jesus were never 
more needed in dealing with unbelievers 
We will never win sinners if we use the 
cross as a club instead of as a magnet. 
Pray for young missionaries in mission 
lands who struggle to master the lan- 
guage. 


Sat.—Philemon. 
Onesimus’ Change of Heart. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My Onesi- 
mus, . in time past was to thee un- 
profitable, but now profitable to thee and 
to me.” The conversion of Onesimus in 
prison through the ministry of Paul 
changed the man from a liability into a 
Christian asset. We, too, must seek to 
have remarkable converts. In this way 
the Lord’s people will be cheered, the 
Devil robbed of a servant, and good serv- 
ice will be made possible. The need for 
similarly changed lives is as great now 
as in Paul’s time. Pray for the recovery 
of multitudes now wandering away from 
God. 


Sun.—Acts 26:12-18. 
Appointed To Be a Witness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A minister 
and a witness.” Paul was a minister ~— 
to the Lord as well as for fhe Lord. 
This twofold service should be our ; 
joyful, constant work. Paul and his 
companions “ministered to the Lord” 
(Acts 13:2), and we should give pleas- 


son 


ure to the Lord also (see 1 John 3:22). «5» 


We should also let Him have His 
pleasure through our lives and labors. : 
Do people who know you see that you .> 
live for the Lord, and that you do all = 
for His honor and glory? Pray for the 
Christian doctors and nurses on For- 
mosa. 











